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John 8:31-36 
31 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, 
you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make 
you free.” 33 They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never 
been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
  34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a 
slave to sin. 35 The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son 
has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 
The Jews who believed in Jesus didn’t understand his reference to being slaves.  As 
modern people we are enslaved also to sin.  But Jesus’ death sets us free, for 
knowing the truth, IS knowing Jesus.  That makes us free.  
 
We all studied slavery in our education. The Civil War. North and south. Slaves 
working on plantations, bound, sometimes for life by their owners. They knew 
very little freedom. Early to rise, work in the fields, eat what your owners would 
let you, go to bed, rise again.  
 
It was not dissimilar to God’s people enslaved under pharaoh. The Egyptians were 
hard masters. Doing back breaking labor in the hot sun all day making bricks, the 
Israelites had very little freedom.  
 
When Jesus reminds some of his Jewish followers they were descended from 
slaves, suddenly they all get amnesia. ‘we’ve never been slaves to anyone!’ 
Selective memory is a curious thing!  
 
Yet, you and I might just say the same thing. ‘We’ve never been slaves!’  
 
Not in the literal sense, no. In fact, we take our freedom from any kind of master 
very seriously!  
 
But Jesus isn’t talking about physical slavery. He is speaking of inward slavery. 
The kind that grips our spirits and won’t let go. That slavery is called sin. We are 
slaves to sin.  Sin as insecurity that inhibits us from trusting God and one another.    



 
Now sin isn’t a very popular topic these days. If we advertised on the church sign, 
“Come to church and we’ll talk about your sin!”, I doubt we would get many 
visitors. Entertainment sells, football and the World Series sells, sin…not so much.  
 
Some preachers bang away at sin as if it was a big bass drum. ‘You can’t escape 
sin! Watch out for temptation! It’s around every corner. If you give in, you will fall 
every time into sins’ snares!’ 
 
At one level they are right, although I’ve never found that message too motivating. 
Jesus instead talks about sin as slavery to an insecurity that constantly makes us try 
harder to save ourselves.  We cannot trust God, so we have to trust ourselves.  
 
‘Well, I sure messed that up yesterday. Will try harder today! I promise God to do 
better, I promise!’ 
 
Which, in the end, is like running ourselves down an endless rabbit hole. Try as we 
might, we can never be perfect. But God knows that. That’s why we have a Savior. 
Jesus the Christ! 
 
As Paul writes to the church at Rome, ‘All have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God; they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus.’ (Rom 8:23-24) 
 
The word redemption, is a technical term for buying back a slave from a slave 
market.  
 
Imagine for a moment. The auctioneer says, ‘Number 49, sold to Mr. William 
Percy for 100 dollars.’ The guard pushes you off the platform towards the area 
where new owners would meet their new slaves.  
 
Suddenly, a loud voice rings out from the back of the crowd. ‘Stop right there! I’ll 
redeem that man! $150 says he’s free! Let him go!’  
 
The guard takes the shackles off, shrugs saying, ‘You are free to go.’  
 
You find yourself standing in front of the man who bought you back. ‘Why?’ 
‘God’s grace, my brother. God’s grace.’  Before we have even done the time, 
before any judgement has been pronounced, we are saved by grace now in this day 
to live in relationship with God.  



 
God is the one who saves us. God’s grace forgives us. God alone makes us 
righteous, not from our own good works. But through Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. That is the Gospel. That is Good News!  
 
Slavery. Sin. Saved by Grace. Now. Today. Not tomorrow when we feel better 
about ourselves. Today, swallowing a meal that sets us free. Covered by grace like 
a huge tablecloth. Finally freed from deceptive self-reliance. Forever, trusting the 
truth of Jesus who sets us free.  
 
Thanks be to God! Amen! 
 
 


