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Peace Can't Wait
Have you ever watched children daydream? Or play with only their imaginations?
We watch as trucks drive here and there preparing for something only the little girl
knows. We watch as cities are built into kingdoms with rules that only work in
imaginary kingdoms. These daydreams and imagination are powerful! They guide
children into preparing themselves for future roles, but they also are bereft of the
realities that often weigh adults down.

Isaiah 11 was the dream that had not come into reality yet. The first words would
have shocked the hearers. Stump? A stump means that a tree has been cut down,
felled. It is no more. The stump of Jesse meant the end of the dream of the
dynasty descending from King David; from whence Messiah would come.

Yet, that shock turns to joyful expectation rapidly as
“a branch shall grow out of his roots.
2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.”

Ah! All is not lost. And...this reality isn’t reality just yet. It’s a dream, a vision
where there would be peace in the world. No predators would hunt. Fear was to
be non-existent. Visions are powerful shapers of new existence and new life!

A elementary school had a vision. They dreamed that student mediators could
reduce playground fights and help keep the peace. That dream came to be as a
curriculum was chosen, then the student mediators were chosen, then the training
took place not only for those children, but also for teachers. When a scuffle broke
out on the playground, and the inevitable, “Teacher, so-and-so did this to me!”
happened. The teacher would call the student mediator if the situation was one that
could be solved without the presence of an adult. Mediators grew in confidence.
Other students learned that teachers had less tolerance for solving every problem.
Eventually, the numbers of fights and scuffles decreased. It worked!



John the Baptist also had a vision of what was to come. His cousin, Jesus, was the
long awaited Messiah. John’s purpose in life was to prepare the way for Jesus’ life
and ministry. Thus he preached a message of repentance.

Repentance is one of those words that we might need to unpack just a bit. The
Greek idea behind repent, is to choose another course, take another direction,
change one’s mind. It isn’t about simply saying ‘I’m sorry, and I’ll never do it
again.” whatever ‘it’ is that we’ve done wrong. Repentance includes a change of
heart.

Often peace begins when there is a new direction, a change of heart, the conversion
of one’s mind. You and I know this is hard enough on a personal level; it’s no
wonder countries spend millions of dollars and years trying to make peace with
one another. The systemic level for making peace can seem impossible.

Repentance is realizing that we are out of sync with God’s desired ways for our
lives. That God wants our lions and lambs to curl up together, and we’re only
feeding the lions desire to hunt the precious lambs. At times, we feed the lions
inside of ourselves in an effort to squash our pain. Other times, we feed the lions
in others to keep relationships split apart. The school bully takes joy in whipping
up arguments due to their own feelings of inadequacy.

We have both capacity and volition. At times the capacity is there, but not the
willingness. Someone once said that if we make a decision, our spirits and hearts
will follow. The deciding piece comes first.

Richard Rohr once said, “Only converted people, who are in union with both the
pain of the world and the love of God, are prepared to read the Bible—with the
right pair of eyes and the appropriate bias, which is from the side of powerlessness
and suffering instead of the side of power and control... The Greek word metanoia,
poorly translated as ‘repent’ in the Bible (Matthew 3:2, Mark 1:15), quite literally
means ‘to change your mind.” Until the mind changes the very way it processes the
moment, nothing changes long term.”

Perhaps what can’t wait this weekend in Advent, is the first step in making a
decision about peace...peace within ourselves. Take a moment if you might, to
daydream a new dream you believe God desires for you personally. What does this
dream look like? Where is God calling you to new peace, or steps to take to get
back on God’s main highway? It’s not so much a goal to achieve, but that night
star to guide your ship by.



Secondly, what is one piece of that vision, only one, that you could pay attention to
this Advent? Is there a person that you need to ask forgiveness from — maybe even
yourself? A relationship which needs restoration? A habit or practice which might
bring new life to you the next several weeks? Of course these things can always
wait. Yet not waiting, could achieve some peace you’ve wanted a long, long time.

Thirdly, can we imagine a way — one way — to help achieve more peace in our
community through repentance. How could each of us contribute to that effort?
Maybe we make a personal pledge to understand our local leaders better. Perhaps
we volunteer in the place that we think is the most broken part of Loveland, to
bring repentance there.!

Leymah Gbowee, had a vision, a dream when she got tired of seeing the children
of Liberia go off to war and never come home. Mothers were crying for their
babies and Leymah had had enough. She gathered other women and together they
began advocating for peace. They were the Women of Liberia Mass Action for
Peace. At times they did it silently, at times they were in the streets with signs.
The last straw came when they staged a sit-in at a government office saying they
would not leave until the warring factions had found a truce. It worked and peace
came to Liberia in 2003. Leymah received a Nobel Peace Prize in 2011.

You and I might not feel called or ready to take such drastic action just yet.
Starting small is perfect. Starting within our hearts and with God is the best.

Three small steps: Daydream a new vision, practice one piece of repentance for
ourselves, one piece of repentance for this community.

May God help us decide to change our minds and then our hearts. Because peace
can’t wait this Advent. The Lion wants to lie down the with Lamb! Amen.
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