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Easter: Year C: Luke 24:1-12 
1 On the first day of the week, at early dawn, [the women] came to the tomb, taking 
the spices that they had prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the 
tomb, 3 but when they went in, they did not find the body. 4 While they were 
perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside 
them. 5 The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men 
said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but 
has risen. 6 Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son 
of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise 
again.” 8 Then they remembered his words, 9 and returning from the tomb, they told 
all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, 
Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them who told this to the 
apostles. 11 But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe 
them. 12 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the 
linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened. 
 
“Why do you look for the living among the dead?” the men ask.  We too, can get stuck looking 
for and then doing things that don’t bring us life.  Jesus – the Risen Christ – is the one who 
brings us real Life.  We belong to Christ (through His death and resurrection) and God is already 
in relationship with us.  Today, if even for a little while, leave at the tomb what is draining life 
from you.  For He is a living Lord, ready to bring you new life!  
 
Today is such a celebratory day that we all get to be preachers this morning.  When 
I say, “Leave it at the tomb,” I’m inviting you to respond, “for Jesus is Alive!”   
 
Let’s try that together…“Leave it at the tomb, for Jesus is Alive!”   
 
That’s good – really good.  You sound like you believe Jesus is alive.  And I’m not 
seeing any of you carrying the spices and ointments to do the last rites of preparing 
Jesus’ body for burial. Therefore, I think you do believe Jesus is alive.   
 
But the women, they didn’t know what to think.  Jesus had been their spiritual 
teacher.  They respected Him deeply.  Plus, He had this way of knowing you and 
seeing you; almost like He knew what you were thinking.  It was very comforting 
actually.  Now He’s been killed by the state and the women only want to honor him 
this last time.  



 
Not only is the tomb open, but there are two men saying Jesus is alive!  They ask a 
very curious question.  “Why do you look for the living among the dead?”  
 
Why do you look for the living among the dead?  None of us go to the cemetery 
expecting our loved one to be sitting there alive.  The cemetery with all the 
tombstones is the place of the dead.  Yet these men are adamant that Jesus was 
dead but is now very much alive.  That means Jesus is not only alive, but fully the 
spiritual teacher and the intimate confidant He always was!  It also means our grief 
at seeing Him on the cross – well we can “Leave it at the tomb, for Jesus is 
Alive!” 
 
The two men in the tomb weren’t talking to us, but they could have been.  In our 
stressful and fast-paced lives, it’s very normal that at times we do things to numb 
ourselves.  We scroll to pass the time, just because.  Or we hop on Amazon and buy 
the latest and greatest of whatever is the hot deal for the day.   
 
But when we tire of Facebook and the excitement of opening the Amazon box is 
over, these momentary fixes aren’t truly life-giving.  We pretend they make us feel 
alive. Yet, the stressful hamster wheel is still-a-turning.  Life is still really messy.  
People are in pain.  We need look no farther than two more school tragedies this 
week.   
 
Listen carefully…no matter what we do – no matter what we’ve done …God has 
already decided to love us.  God has already decided to love you.   
 
Because for God, it is not about behavior.  It is about a relationship.  We belong to 
Christ through His life, death and resurrection. God is in relationship with us.  That 
was already decided on Good Friday when Christ was crucified. As St. Paul wrote, 
‘If God is for us, who is against us?  He who did not withhold his own Son, but 
gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? 
(Romans 8:31-32)  If today you doubt that God loves you or wants to be in a 
relationship with you, just look at the resurrected Christ and, “Leave it at the tomb, 
for Jesus is Alive!”  
  
Jesus was always inviting people into a richer, deeper, fuller, more expansive life.  
He understood God’s people were living under an oppressive government that 
taxed them.  He also knew religious leaders taught that following God’s Law was a 
most serious business.  Therefore, Jesus encouraged people to get outside their 



black and white lives into a life with Him that included all the shades on the color 
palette.   
 
It's true!  Jesus was always inviting people to leave things at their tombs. There 
was a woman caught in adultery.  The religious leaders were ready to stone her.  
Jesus said, ‘Whoever is without sin, throw the first stone.’  They all left!  They all 
left!  Jesus said to her, “Woman, where are they?  Has no one condemned you?  
Neither do I.  Go and sin no more.”  (John 8:1-11) 
 
“Leave it at the tomb, for Jesus is Alive!” 
 
A paralytic man laid by healing waters for 38 years.  He could never get into the 
pool when the water was foaming.  Listen to Jesus’ question to him.  “Do you want 
to be made well?”  Do you want out of this lifeless existence?  Or are you content 
to keep trying, repeating the same thing over and over, going back to something 
you think will bring you life, but it doesn’t?  The man gave an excuse about no one 
else would ever help him.  Sounds like he likes this watery cemetery.   
 
Then Jesus said to him, “Stand up!  Take your mat and walk!”  (John 5:1-9) In 
other words, “Leave it at the tomb, for Jesus is Alive!” 
 
Those are stories of people that Jesus interacted with.  What’s your story?  If the 
Risen Jesus were to ask you this morning, what might you leave at the tomb?  
Remember He has already chosen to be in relationship with you.  He knows your 
life: the good, the bad and the ugly. He still loves you.  
 
Need to ask forgiveness?   
 
Living with self-doubt? 
 
Is it the pain of a broken relationship?  
 
Maybe it is anger, fear, and worry.  Oh, how easy it is to take those emotions out of 
the closet and massage them, admire them, keep them close. They make us feel 
safe.   
 
Our resurrected God is calling us to a life full to the brim, overflowing with 
laughter and saturated in hope. It might be too late to go back and make a new 
beginning, but it’s never too late to make a new ending.   
 



Andrew Papke was driving drunk when he killed Adrian Early’s daughter Bethany.  
Mr. Early told Andrew Papke, ‘I have forgiven you.  Now I want you to forgive 
yourself.’  In prison, Andrew began attending Bridges to Life, a faith-based 
restorative justice program centered on victim impact, including meeting with 
victims.  This and another program led by Lutheran pastor David Doerfler, change 
inmate’s lives.  Andrew had to admit his guilt and write about how his crimes 
impacted others. But Andrew also said, the program was a balm of healing.i  The 
resurrected God is alive and well, working behind prison bars in offenders’ hearts.   
 
Each of you are holding a rock.  A few minutes ago, I asked what Jesus might 
invite you to leave at the empty tomb so that God can bring you a life full to the 
brim, saturated in hope.  During the next hymn, or offering, or after you’ve 
received Holy Communion, you are invited to leave your rock and whatever it 
symbolizes, at the open tomb this morning.   
 
Leave there what is dead inside of you.  That thing you keep doing even though it 
brings you no life.  Leave your rock at the tomb, even if you can only let go of it 
for a little while.  Lay it down.  Release it so you can be renewed in the power of 
the resurrected Christ – our Savior.   
 
And…there is grace.  Always there is grace.  If you and God need to hold onto 
your rock, that is perfectly fine.  Your spirit knows what you need.  Simply listen.   
 
Perhaps one day, when we are all ready, we can “Leave everything at the tomb, for 
Jesus is Risen!”  
 
He is Risen, indeed!  Amen!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
i https://www.livinglutheran.org/2019/11/repairing-whats-broken/ 
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stressful and fast-paced lives, it’s very normal that at times we do things to numb 
ourselves.  We scroll to pass the time, just because.  Or we hop on Amazon and buy 
the latest and greatest of whatever is the hot deal for the day.   
 
But when we tire of Facebook and the excitement of opening the Amazon box is 
over, these momentary fixes aren’t truly life-giving.  We pretend they make us feel 
alive. Yet, the stressful hamster wheel is still-a-turning.  Life is still really messy.  
People are in pain.  We need look no farther than two more school tragedies this 
week.   
 
Listen carefully…no matter what we do – no matter what we’ve done …God has 
already decided to love us.  God has already decided to love you.   
 
Because for God, it is not about behavior.  It is about a relationship.  We belong to 
Christ through His life, death and resurrection. God is in relationship with us.  That 
was already decided on Good Friday when Christ was crucified. As St. Paul wrote, 
‘If God is for us, who is against us?  He who did not withhold his own Son, but 
gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? 
(Romans 8:31-32)  If today you doubt that God loves you or wants to be in a 
relationship with you, just look at the resurrected Christ and, “Leave it at the tomb, 
for Jesus is Alive!”  
  
Jesus was always inviting people into a richer, deeper, fuller, more expansive life.  
He understood God’s people were living under an oppressive government that 
taxed them.  He also knew religious leaders taught that following God’s Law was a 
most serious business.  Therefore, Jesus encouraged people to get outside their 



black and white lives into a life with Him that included all the shades on the color 
palette.   
 
It's true!  Jesus was always inviting people to leave things at their tombs. There 
was a woman caught in adultery.  The religious leaders were ready to stone her.  
Jesus said, ‘Whoever is without sin, throw the first stone.’  They all left!  They all 
left!  Jesus said to her, “Woman, where are they?  Has no one condemned you?  
Neither do I.  Go and sin no more.”  (John 8:1-11) 
 
“Leave it at the tomb, for Jesus is Alive!” 
 
A paralytic man laid by healing waters for 38 years.  He could never get into the 
pool when the water was foaming.  Listen to Jesus’ question to him.  “Do you want 
to be made well?”  Do you want out of this lifeless existence?  Or are you content 
to keep trying, repeating the same thing over and over, going back to something 
you think will bring you life, but it doesn’t?  The man gave an excuse about no one 
else would ever help him.  Sounds like he likes this watery cemetery.   
 
Then Jesus said to him, “Stand up!  Take your mat and walk!”  (John 5:1-9) In 
other words, “Leave it at the tomb, for Jesus is Alive!” 
 
Those are stories of people that Jesus interacted with.  What’s your story?  If the 
Risen Jesus were to ask you this morning, what might you leave at the tomb?  
Remember He has already chosen to be in relationship with you.  He knows your 
life: the good, the bad and the ugly. He still loves you.  
 
Need to ask forgiveness?   
 
Living with self-doubt? 
 
Is it the pain of a broken relationship?  
 
Maybe it is anger, fear, and worry.  Oh, how easy it is to take those emotions out of 
the closet and massage them, admire them, keep them close. They make us feel 
safe.   
 
Our resurrected God is calling us to a life full to the brim, overflowing with 
laughter and saturated in hope. It might be too late to go back and make a new 
beginning, but it’s never too late to make a new ending.   
 



Andrew Papke was driving drunk when he killed Adrian Early’s daughter Bethany.  
Mr. Early told Andrew Papke, ‘I have forgiven you.  Now I want you to forgive 
yourself.’  In prison, Andrew began attending Bridges to Life, a faith-based 
restorative justice program centered on victim impact, including meeting with 
victims.  This and another program led by Lutheran pastor David Doerfler, change 
inmate’s lives.  Andrew had to admit his guilt and write about how his crimes 
impacted others. But Andrew also said, the program was a balm of healing.i  The 
resurrected God is alive and well, working behind prison bars in offenders’ hearts.   
 
Each of you are holding a rock.  A few minutes ago, I asked what Jesus might 
invite you to leave at the empty tomb so that God can bring you a life full to the 
brim, saturated in hope.  During the next hymn, or offering, or after you’ve 
received Holy Communion, you are invited to leave your rock and whatever it 
symbolizes, at the open tomb this morning.   
 
Leave there what is dead inside of you.  That thing you keep doing even though it 
brings you no life.  Leave your rock at the tomb, even if you can only let go of it 
for a little while.  Lay it down.  Release it so you can be renewed in the power of 
the resurrected Christ – our Savior.   
 
And…there is grace.  Always there is grace.  If you and God need to hold onto 
your rock, that is perfectly fine.  Your spirit knows what you need.  Simply listen.   
 
Perhaps one day, when we are all ready, we can “Leave everything at the tomb, for 
Jesus is Risen!”  
 
He is Risen, indeed!  Amen!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
i https://www.livinglutheran.org/2019/11/repairing-whats-broken/ 
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Easter: Year C: Luke 24:1-12 
1 On the first day of the week, at early dawn, [the women] came to the tomb, taking 
the spices that they had prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the 
tomb, 3 but when they went in, they did not find the body. 4 While they were 
perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside 
them. 5 The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men 
said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but 
has risen. 6 Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son 
of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise 
again.” 8 Then they remembered his words, 9 and returning from the tomb, they told 
all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, 
Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them who told this to the 
apostles. 11 But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe 
them. 12 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the 
linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened. 
 
“Why do you look for the living among the dead?” the men ask.  We too, can get stuck looking 
for and then doing things that don’t bring us life.  Jesus – the Risen Christ – is the one who 
brings us real Life.  We belong to Christ (through His death and resurrection) and God is already 
in relationship with us.  Today, if even for a little while, leave at the tomb what is draining life 
from you.  For He is a living Lord, ready to bring you new life!  
 
Today is such a celebratory day that we all get to be preachers this morning.  When 
I say, “Leave it at the tomb,” I’m inviting you to respond, “for Jesus is Alive!”   
 
Let’s try that together…“Leave it at the tomb, for Jesus is Alive!”   
 
That’s good – really good.  You sound like you believe Jesus is alive.  And I’m not 
seeing any of you carrying the spices and ointments to do the last rites of preparing 
Jesus’ body for burial. Therefore, I think you do believe Jesus is alive.   
 
But the women, they didn’t know what to think.  Jesus had been their spiritual 
teacher.  They respected Him deeply.  Plus, He had this way of knowing you and 
seeing you; almost like He knew what you were thinking.  It was very comforting 
actually.  Now He’s been killed by the state and the women only want to honor him 
this last time.  



 
Not only is the tomb open, but there are two men saying Jesus is alive!  They ask a 
very curious question.  “Why do you look for the living among the dead?”  
 
Why do you look for the living among the dead?  None of us go to the cemetery 
expecting our loved one to be sitting there alive.  The cemetery with all the 
tombstones is the place of the dead.  Yet these men are adamant that Jesus was 
dead but is now very much alive.  That means Jesus is not only alive, but fully the 
spiritual teacher and the intimate confidant He always was!  It also means our grief 
at seeing Him on the cross – well we can “Leave it at the tomb, for Jesus is 
Alive!” 
 
The two men in the tomb weren’t talking to us, but they could have been.  In our 
stressful and fast-paced lives, it’s very normal that at times we do things to numb 
ourselves.  We scroll to pass the time, just because.  Or we hop on Amazon and buy 
the latest and greatest of whatever is the hot deal for the day.   
 
But when we tire of Facebook and the excitement of opening the Amazon box is 
over, these momentary fixes aren’t truly life-giving.  We pretend they make us feel 
alive. Yet, the stressful hamster wheel is still-a-turning.  Life is still really messy.  
People are in pain.  We need look no farther than two more school tragedies this 
week.   
 
Listen carefully…no matter what we do – no matter what we’ve done …God has 
already decided to love us.  God has already decided to love you.   
 
Because for God, it is not about behavior.  It is about a relationship.  We belong to 
Christ through His life, death and resurrection. God is in relationship with us.  That 
was already decided on Good Friday when Christ was crucified. As St. Paul wrote, 
‘If God is for us, who is against us?  He who did not withhold his own Son, but 
gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? 
(Romans 8:31-32)  If today you doubt that God loves you or wants to be in a 
relationship with you, just look at the resurrected Christ and, “Leave it at the tomb, 
for Jesus is Alive!”  
  
Jesus was always inviting people into a richer, deeper, fuller, more expansive life.  
He understood God’s people were living under an oppressive government that 
taxed them.  He also knew religious leaders taught that following God’s Law was a 
most serious business.  Therefore, Jesus encouraged people to get outside their 



black and white lives into a life with Him that included all the shades on the color 
palette.   
 
It's true!  Jesus was always inviting people to leave things at their tombs. There 
was a woman caught in adultery.  The religious leaders were ready to stone her.  
Jesus said, ‘Whoever is without sin, throw the first stone.’  They all left!  They all 
left!  Jesus said to her, “Woman, where are they?  Has no one condemned you?  
Neither do I.  Go and sin no more.”  (John 8:1-11) 
 
“Leave it at the tomb, for Jesus is Alive!” 
 
A paralytic man laid by healing waters for 38 years.  He could never get into the 
pool when the water was foaming.  Listen to Jesus’ question to him.  “Do you want 
to be made well?”  Do you want out of this lifeless existence?  Or are you content 
to keep trying, repeating the same thing over and over, going back to something 
you think will bring you life, but it doesn’t?  The man gave an excuse about no one 
else would ever help him.  Sounds like he likes this watery cemetery.   
 
Then Jesus said to him, “Stand up!  Take your mat and walk!”  (John 5:1-9) In 
other words, “Leave it at the tomb, for Jesus is Alive!” 
 
Those are stories of people that Jesus interacted with.  What’s your story?  If the 
Risen Jesus were to ask you this morning, what might you leave at the tomb?  
Remember He has already chosen to be in relationship with you.  He knows your 
life: the good, the bad and the ugly. He still loves you.  
 
Need to ask forgiveness?   
 
Living with self-doubt? 
 
Is it the pain of a broken relationship?  
 
Maybe it is anger, fear, and worry.  Oh, how easy it is to take those emotions out of 
the closet and massage them, admire them, keep them close. They make us feel 
safe.   
 
Our resurrected God is calling us to a life full to the brim, overflowing with 
laughter and saturated in hope. It might be too late to go back and make a new 
beginning, but it’s never too late to make a new ending.   
 



Andrew Papke was driving drunk when he killed Adrian Early’s daughter Bethany.  
Mr. Early told Andrew Papke, ‘I have forgiven you.  Now I want you to forgive 
yourself.’  In prison, Andrew began attending Bridges to Life, a faith-based 
restorative justice program centered on victim impact, including meeting with 
victims.  This and another program led by Lutheran pastor David Doerfler, change 
inmate’s lives.  Andrew had to admit his guilt and write about how his crimes 
impacted others. But Andrew also said, the program was a balm of healing.i  The 
resurrected God is alive and well, working behind prison bars in offenders’ hearts.   
 
Each of you are holding a rock.  A few minutes ago, I asked what Jesus might 
invite you to leave at the empty tomb so that God can bring you a life full to the 
brim, saturated in hope.  During the next hymn, or offering, or after you’ve 
received Holy Communion, you are invited to leave your rock and whatever it 
symbolizes, at the open tomb this morning.   
 
Leave there what is dead inside of you.  That thing you keep doing even though it 
brings you no life.  Leave your rock at the tomb, even if you can only let go of it 
for a little while.  Lay it down.  Release it so you can be renewed in the power of 
the resurrected Christ – our Savior.   
 
And…there is grace.  Always there is grace.  If you and God need to hold onto 
your rock, that is perfectly fine.  Your spirit knows what you need.  Simply listen.   
 
Perhaps one day, when we are all ready, we can “Leave everything at the tomb, for 
Jesus is Risen!”  
 
He is Risen, indeed!  Amen!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
i https://www.livinglutheran.org/2019/11/repairing-whats-broken/ 
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the spices that they had prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the 
tomb, 3 but when they went in, they did not find the body. 4 While they were 
perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside 
them. 5 The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men 
said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but 
has risen. 6 Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son 
of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise 
again.” 8 Then they remembered his words, 9 and returning from the tomb, they told 
all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, 
Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them who told this to the 
apostles. 11 But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe 
them. 12 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the 
linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened. 
 
“Why do you look for the living among the dead?” the men ask.  We too, can get stuck looking 
for and then doing things that don’t bring us life.  Jesus – the Risen Christ – is the one who 
brings us real Life.  We belong to Christ (through His death and resurrection) and God is already 
in relationship with us.  Today, if even for a little while, leave at the tomb what is draining life 
from you.  For He is a living Lord, ready to bring you new life!  
 
Today is such a celebratory day that we all get to be preachers this morning.  When 
I say, “Leave it at the tomb,” I’m inviting you to respond, “for Jesus is Alive!”   
 
Let’s try that together…“Leave it at the tomb, for Jesus is Alive!”   
 
That’s good – really good.  You sound like you believe Jesus is alive.  And I’m not 
seeing any of you carrying the spices and ointments to do the last rites of preparing 
Jesus’ body for burial. Therefore, I think you do believe Jesus is alive.   
 
But the women, they didn’t know what to think.  Jesus had been their spiritual 
teacher.  They respected Him deeply.  Plus, He had this way of knowing you and 
seeing you; almost like He knew what you were thinking.  It was very comforting 
actually.  Now He’s been killed by the state and the women only want to honor him 
this last time.  



 
Not only is the tomb open, but there are two men saying Jesus is alive!  They ask a 
very curious question.  “Why do you look for the living among the dead?”  
 
Why do you look for the living among the dead?  None of us go to the cemetery 
expecting our loved one to be sitting there alive.  The cemetery with all the 
tombstones is the place of the dead.  Yet these men are adamant that Jesus was 
dead but is now very much alive.  That means Jesus is not only alive, but fully the 
spiritual teacher and the intimate confidant He always was!  It also means our grief 
at seeing Him on the cross – well we can “Leave it at the tomb, for Jesus is 
Alive!” 
 
The two men in the tomb weren’t talking to us, but they could have been.  In our 
stressful and fast-paced lives, it’s very normal that at times we do things to numb 
ourselves.  We scroll to pass the time, just because.  Or we hop on Amazon and buy 
the latest and greatest of whatever is the hot deal for the day.   
 
But when we tire of Facebook and the excitement of opening the Amazon box is 
over, these momentary fixes aren’t truly life-giving.  We pretend they make us feel 
alive. Yet, the stressful hamster wheel is still-a-turning.  Life is still really messy.  
People are in pain.  We need look no farther than two more school tragedies this 
week.   
 
Listen carefully…no matter what we do – no matter what we’ve done …God has 
already decided to love us.  God has already decided to love you.   
 
Because for God, it is not about behavior.  It is about a relationship.  We belong to 
Christ through His life, death and resurrection. God is in relationship with us.  That 
was already decided on Good Friday when Christ was crucified. As St. Paul wrote, 
‘If God is for us, who is against us?  He who did not withhold his own Son, but 
gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? 
(Romans 8:31-32)  If today you doubt that God loves you or wants to be in a 
relationship with you, just look at the resurrected Christ and, “Leave it at the tomb, 
for Jesus is Alive!”  
  
Jesus was always inviting people into a richer, deeper, fuller, more expansive life.  
He understood God’s people were living under an oppressive government that 
taxed them.  He also knew religious leaders taught that following God’s Law was a 
most serious business.  Therefore, Jesus encouraged people to get outside their 



black and white lives into a life with Him that included all the shades on the color 
palette.   
 
It's true!  Jesus was always inviting people to leave things at their tombs. There 
was a woman caught in adultery.  The religious leaders were ready to stone her.  
Jesus said, ‘Whoever is without sin, throw the first stone.’  They all left!  They all 
left!  Jesus said to her, “Woman, where are they?  Has no one condemned you?  
Neither do I.  Go and sin no more.”  (John 8:1-11) 
 
“Leave it at the tomb, for Jesus is Alive!” 
 
A paralytic man laid by healing waters for 38 years.  He could never get into the 
pool when the water was foaming.  Listen to Jesus’ question to him.  “Do you want 
to be made well?”  Do you want out of this lifeless existence?  Or are you content 
to keep trying, repeating the same thing over and over, going back to something 
you think will bring you life, but it doesn’t?  The man gave an excuse about no one 
else would ever help him.  Sounds like he likes this watery cemetery.   
 
Then Jesus said to him, “Stand up!  Take your mat and walk!”  (John 5:1-9) In 
other words, “Leave it at the tomb, for Jesus is Alive!” 
 
Those are stories of people that Jesus interacted with.  What’s your story?  If the 
Risen Jesus were to ask you this morning, what might you leave at the tomb?  
Remember He has already chosen to be in relationship with you.  He knows your 
life: the good, the bad and the ugly. He still loves you.  
 
Need to ask forgiveness?   
 
Living with self-doubt? 
 
Is it the pain of a broken relationship?  
 
Maybe it is anger, fear, and worry.  Oh, how easy it is to take those emotions out of 
the closet and massage them, admire them, keep them close. They make us feel 
safe.   
 
Our resurrected God is calling us to a life full to the brim, overflowing with 
laughter and saturated in hope. It might be too late to go back and make a new 
beginning, but it’s never too late to make a new ending.   
 



Andrew Papke was driving drunk when he killed Adrian Early’s daughter Bethany.  
Mr. Early told Andrew Papke, ‘I have forgiven you.  Now I want you to forgive 
yourself.’  In prison, Andrew began attending Bridges to Life, a faith-based 
restorative justice program centered on victim impact, including meeting with 
victims.  This and another program led by Lutheran pastor David Doerfler, change 
inmate’s lives.  Andrew had to admit his guilt and write about how his crimes 
impacted others. But Andrew also said, the program was a balm of healing.i  The 
resurrected God is alive and well, working behind prison bars in offenders’ hearts.   
 
Each of you are holding a rock.  A few minutes ago, I asked what Jesus might 
invite you to leave at the empty tomb so that God can bring you a life full to the 
brim, saturated in hope.  During the next hymn, or offering, or after you’ve 
received Holy Communion, you are invited to leave your rock and whatever it 
symbolizes, at the open tomb this morning.   
 
Leave there what is dead inside of you.  That thing you keep doing even though it 
brings you no life.  Leave your rock at the tomb, even if you can only let go of it 
for a little while.  Lay it down.  Release it so you can be renewed in the power of 
the resurrected Christ – our Savior.   
 
And…there is grace.  Always there is grace.  If you and God need to hold onto 
your rock, that is perfectly fine.  Your spirit knows what you need.  Simply listen.   
 
Perhaps one day, when we are all ready, we can “Leave everything at the tomb, for 
Jesus is Risen!”  
 
He is Risen, indeed!  Amen!  
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linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened. 
 
“Why do you look for the living among the dead?” the men ask.  We too, can get stuck looking 
for and then doing things that don’t bring us life.  Jesus – the Risen Christ – is the one who 
brings us real Life.  We belong to Christ (through His death and resurrection) and God is already 
in relationship with us.  Today, if even for a little while, leave at the tomb what is draining life 
from you.  For He is a living Lord, ready to bring you new life!  
 
Today is such a celebratory day that we all get to be preachers this morning.  When 
I say, “Leave it at the tomb,” I’m inviting you to respond, “for Jesus is Alive!”   
 
Let’s try that together…“Leave it at the tomb, for Jesus is Alive!”   
 
That’s good – really good.  You sound like you believe Jesus is alive.  And I’m not 
seeing any of you carrying the spices and ointments to do the last rites of preparing 
Jesus’ body for burial. Therefore, I think you do believe Jesus is alive.   
 
But the women, they didn’t know what to think.  Jesus had been their spiritual 
teacher.  They respected Him deeply.  Plus, He had this way of knowing you and 
seeing you; almost like He knew what you were thinking.  It was very comforting 
actually.  Now He’s been killed by the state and the women only want to honor him 
this last time.  



 
Not only is the tomb open, but there are two men saying Jesus is alive!  They ask a 
very curious question.  “Why do you look for the living among the dead?”  
 
Why do you look for the living among the dead?  None of us go to the cemetery 
expecting our loved one to be sitting there alive.  The cemetery with all the 
tombstones is the place of the dead.  Yet these men are adamant that Jesus was 
dead but is now very much alive.  That means Jesus is not only alive, but fully the 
spiritual teacher and the intimate confidant He always was!  It also means our grief 
at seeing Him on the cross – well we can “Leave it at the tomb, for Jesus is 
Alive!” 
 
The two men in the tomb weren’t talking to us, but they could have been.  In our 
stressful and fast-paced lives, it’s very normal that at times we do things to numb 
ourselves.  We scroll to pass the time, just because.  Or we hop on Amazon and buy 
the latest and greatest of whatever is the hot deal for the day.   
 
But when we tire of Facebook and the excitement of opening the Amazon box is 
over, these momentary fixes aren’t truly life-giving.  We pretend they make us feel 
alive. Yet, the stressful hamster wheel is still-a-turning.  Life is still really messy.  
People are in pain.  We need look no farther than two more school tragedies this 
week.   
 
Listen carefully…no matter what we do – no matter what we’ve done …God has 
already decided to love us.  God has already decided to love you.   
 
Because for God, it is not about behavior.  It is about a relationship.  We belong to 
Christ through His life, death and resurrection. God is in relationship with us.  That 
was already decided on Good Friday when Christ was crucified. As St. Paul wrote, 
‘If God is for us, who is against us?  He who did not withhold his own Son, but 
gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? 
(Romans 8:31-32)  If today you doubt that God loves you or wants to be in a 
relationship with you, just look at the resurrected Christ and, “Leave it at the tomb, 
for Jesus is Alive!”  
  
Jesus was always inviting people into a richer, deeper, fuller, more expansive life.  
He understood God’s people were living under an oppressive government that 
taxed them.  He also knew religious leaders taught that following God’s Law was a 
most serious business.  Therefore, Jesus encouraged people to get outside their 



black and white lives into a life with Him that included all the shades on the color 
palette.   
 
It's true!  Jesus was always inviting people to leave things at their tombs. There 
was a woman caught in adultery.  The religious leaders were ready to stone her.  
Jesus said, ‘Whoever is without sin, throw the first stone.’  They all left!  They all 
left!  Jesus said to her, “Woman, where are they?  Has no one condemned you?  
Neither do I.  Go and sin no more.”  (John 8:1-11) 
 
“Leave it at the tomb, for Jesus is Alive!” 
 
A paralytic man laid by healing waters for 38 years.  He could never get into the 
pool when the water was foaming.  Listen to Jesus’ question to him.  “Do you want 
to be made well?”  Do you want out of this lifeless existence?  Or are you content 
to keep trying, repeating the same thing over and over, going back to something 
you think will bring you life, but it doesn’t?  The man gave an excuse about no one 
else would ever help him.  Sounds like he likes this watery cemetery.   
 
Then Jesus said to him, “Stand up!  Take your mat and walk!”  (John 5:1-9) In 
other words, “Leave it at the tomb, for Jesus is Alive!” 
 
Those are stories of people that Jesus interacted with.  What’s your story?  If the 
Risen Jesus were to ask you this morning, what might you leave at the tomb?  
Remember He has already chosen to be in relationship with you.  He knows your 
life: the good, the bad and the ugly. He still loves you.  
 
Need to ask forgiveness?   
 
Living with self-doubt? 
 
Is it the pain of a broken relationship?  
 
Maybe it is anger, fear, and worry.  Oh, how easy it is to take those emotions out of 
the closet and massage them, admire them, keep them close. They make us feel 
safe.   
 
Our resurrected God is calling us to a life full to the brim, overflowing with 
laughter and saturated in hope. It might be too late to go back and make a new 
beginning, but it’s never too late to make a new ending.   
 



Andrew Papke was driving drunk when he killed Adrian Early’s daughter Bethany.  
Mr. Early told Andrew Papke, ‘I have forgiven you.  Now I want you to forgive 
yourself.’  In prison, Andrew began attending Bridges to Life, a faith-based 
restorative justice program centered on victim impact, including meeting with 
victims.  This and another program led by Lutheran pastor David Doerfler, change 
inmate’s lives.  Andrew had to admit his guilt and write about how his crimes 
impacted others. But Andrew also said, the program was a balm of healing.i  The 
resurrected God is alive and well, working behind prison bars in offenders’ hearts.   
 
Each of you are holding a rock.  A few minutes ago, I asked what Jesus might 
invite you to leave at the empty tomb so that God can bring you a life full to the 
brim, saturated in hope.  During the next hymn, or offering, or after you’ve 
received Holy Communion, you are invited to leave your rock and whatever it 
symbolizes, at the open tomb this morning.   
 
Leave there what is dead inside of you.  That thing you keep doing even though it 
brings you no life.  Leave your rock at the tomb, even if you can only let go of it 
for a little while.  Lay it down.  Release it so you can be renewed in the power of 
the resurrected Christ – our Savior.   
 
And…there is grace.  Always there is grace.  If you and God need to hold onto 
your rock, that is perfectly fine.  Your spirit knows what you need.  Simply listen.   
 
Perhaps one day, when we are all ready, we can “Leave everything at the tomb, for 
Jesus is Risen!”  
 
He is Risen, indeed!  Amen!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
i https://www.livinglutheran.org/2019/11/repairing-whats-broken/ 
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Easter: Year C: Luke 24:1-12 
1 On the first day of the week, at early dawn, [the women] came to the tomb, taking 
the spices that they had prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the 
tomb, 3 but when they went in, they did not find the body. 4 While they were 
perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside 
them. 5 The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men 
said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but 
has risen. 6 Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son 
of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise 
again.” 8 Then they remembered his words, 9 and returning from the tomb, they told 
all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, 
Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them who told this to the 
apostles. 11 But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe 
them. 12 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the 
linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened. 
 
“Why do you look for the living among the dead?” the men ask.  We too, can get stuck looking 
for and then doing things that don’t bring us life.  Jesus – the Risen Christ – is the one who 
brings us real Life.  We belong to Christ (through His death and resurrection) and God is already 
in relationship with us.  Today, if even for a little while, leave at the tomb what is draining life 
from you.  For He is a living Lord, ready to bring you new life!  
 
Today is such a celebratory day that we all get to be preachers this morning.  When 
I say, “Leave it at the tomb,” I’m inviting you to respond, “for Jesus is Alive!”   
 
Let’s try that together…“Leave it at the tomb, for Jesus is Alive!”   
 
That’s good – really good.  You sound like you believe Jesus is alive.  And I’m not 
seeing any of you carrying the spices and ointments to do the last rites of preparing 
Jesus’ body for burial. Therefore, I think you do believe Jesus is alive.   
 
But the women, they didn’t know what to think.  Jesus had been their spiritual 
teacher.  They respected Him deeply.  Plus, He had this way of knowing you and 
seeing you; almost like He knew what you were thinking.  It was very comforting 
actually.  Now He’s been killed by the state and the women only want to honor him 
this last time.  



 
Not only is the tomb open, but there are two men saying Jesus is alive!  They ask a 
very curious question.  “Why do you look for the living among the dead?”  
 
Why do you look for the living among the dead?  None of us go to the cemetery 
expecting our loved one to be sitting there alive.  The cemetery with all the 
tombstones is the place of the dead.  Yet these men are adamant that Jesus was 
dead but is now very much alive.  That means Jesus is not only alive, but fully the 
spiritual teacher and the intimate confidant He always was!  It also means our grief 
at seeing Him on the cross – well we can “Leave it at the tomb, for Jesus is 
Alive!” 
 
The two men in the tomb weren’t talking to us, but they could have been.  In our 
stressful and fast-paced lives, it’s very normal that at times we do things to numb 
ourselves.  We scroll to pass the time, just because.  Or we hop on Amazon and buy 
the latest and greatest of whatever is the hot deal for the day.   
 
But when we tire of Facebook and the excitement of opening the Amazon box is 
over, these momentary fixes aren’t truly life-giving.  We pretend they make us feel 
alive. Yet, the stressful hamster wheel is still-a-turning.  Life is still really messy.  
People are in pain.  We need look no farther than two more school tragedies this 
week.   
 
Listen carefully…no matter what we do – no matter what we’ve done …God has 
already decided to love us.  God has already decided to love you.   
 
Because for God, it is not about behavior.  It is about a relationship.  We belong to 
Christ through His life, death and resurrection. God is in relationship with us.  That 
was already decided on Good Friday when Christ was crucified. As St. Paul wrote, 
‘If God is for us, who is against us?  He who did not withhold his own Son, but 
gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? 
(Romans 8:31-32)  If today you doubt that God loves you or wants to be in a 
relationship with you, just look at the resurrected Christ and, “Leave it at the tomb, 
for Jesus is Alive!”  
  
Jesus was always inviting people into a richer, deeper, fuller, more expansive life.  
He understood God’s people were living under an oppressive government that 
taxed them.  He also knew religious leaders taught that following God’s Law was a 
most serious business.  Therefore, Jesus encouraged people to get outside their 



black and white lives into a life with Him that included all the shades on the color 
palette.   
 
It's true!  Jesus was always inviting people to leave things at their tombs. There 
was a woman caught in adultery.  The religious leaders were ready to stone her.  
Jesus said, ‘Whoever is without sin, throw the first stone.’  They all left!  They all 
left!  Jesus said to her, “Woman, where are they?  Has no one condemned you?  
Neither do I.  Go and sin no more.”  (John 8:1-11) 
 
“Leave it at the tomb, for Jesus is Alive!” 
 
A paralytic man laid by healing waters for 38 years.  He could never get into the 
pool when the water was foaming.  Listen to Jesus’ question to him.  “Do you want 
to be made well?”  Do you want out of this lifeless existence?  Or are you content 
to keep trying, repeating the same thing over and over, going back to something 
you think will bring you life, but it doesn’t?  The man gave an excuse about no one 
else would ever help him.  Sounds like he likes this watery cemetery.   
 
Then Jesus said to him, “Stand up!  Take your mat and walk!”  (John 5:1-9) In 
other words, “Leave it at the tomb, for Jesus is Alive!” 
 
Those are stories of people that Jesus interacted with.  What’s your story?  If the 
Risen Jesus were to ask you this morning, what might you leave at the tomb?  
Remember He has already chosen to be in relationship with you.  He knows your 
life: the good, the bad and the ugly. He still loves you.  
 
Need to ask forgiveness?   
 
Living with self-doubt? 
 
Is it the pain of a broken relationship?  
 
Maybe it is anger, fear, and worry.  Oh, how easy it is to take those emotions out of 
the closet and massage them, admire them, keep them close. They make us feel 
safe.   
 
Our resurrected God is calling us to a life full to the brim, overflowing with 
laughter and saturated in hope. It might be too late to go back and make a new 
beginning, but it’s never too late to make a new ending.   
 



Andrew Papke was driving drunk when he killed Adrian Early’s daughter Bethany.  
Mr. Early told Andrew Papke, ‘I have forgiven you.  Now I want you to forgive 
yourself.’  In prison, Andrew began attending Bridges to Life, a faith-based 
restorative justice program centered on victim impact, including meeting with 
victims.  This and another program led by Lutheran pastor David Doerfler, change 
inmate’s lives.  Andrew had to admit his guilt and write about how his crimes 
impacted others. But Andrew also said, the program was a balm of healing.i  The 
resurrected God is alive and well, working behind prison bars in offenders’ hearts.   
 
Each of you are holding a rock.  A few minutes ago, I asked what Jesus might 
invite you to leave at the empty tomb so that God can bring you a life full to the 
brim, saturated in hope.  During the next hymn, or offering, or after you’ve 
received Holy Communion, you are invited to leave your rock and whatever it 
symbolizes, at the open tomb this morning.   
 
Leave there what is dead inside of you.  That thing you keep doing even though it 
brings you no life.  Leave your rock at the tomb, even if you can only let go of it 
for a little while.  Lay it down.  Release it so you can be renewed in the power of 
the resurrected Christ – our Savior.   
 
And…there is grace.  Always there is grace.  If you and God need to hold onto 
your rock, that is perfectly fine.  Your spirit knows what you need.  Simply listen.   
 
Perhaps one day, when we are all ready, we can “Leave everything at the tomb, for 
Jesus is Risen!”  
 
He is Risen, indeed!  Amen!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
i https://www.livinglutheran.org/2019/11/repairing-whats-broken/ 



Leave it at the Tomb 
King of Glory Lutheran 

Pastor Ruth Ann Loughry 
April 19-20, 2025 

Easter: Year C: Luke 24:1-12 
1 On the first day of the week, at early dawn, [the women] came to the tomb, taking 
the spices that they had prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the 
tomb, 3 but when they went in, they did not find the body. 4 While they were 
perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside 
them. 5 The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men 
said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but 
has risen. 6 Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son 
of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise 
again.” 8 Then they remembered his words, 9 and returning from the tomb, they told 
all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, 
Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them who told this to the 
apostles. 11 But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe 
them. 12 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the 
linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened. 
 
“Why do you look for the living among the dead?” the men ask.  We too, can get stuck looking 
for and then doing things that don’t bring us life.  Jesus – the Risen Christ – is the one who 
brings us real Life.  We belong to Christ (through His death and resurrection) and God is already 
in relationship with us.  Today, if even for a little while, leave at the tomb what is draining life 
from you.  For He is a living Lord, ready to bring you new life!  
 
Today is such a celebratory day that we all get to be preachers this morning.  When 
I say, “Leave it at the tomb,” I’m inviting you to respond, “for Jesus is Alive!”   
 
Let’s try that together…“Leave it at the tomb, for Jesus is Alive!”   
 
That’s good – really good.  You sound like you believe Jesus is alive.  And I’m not 
seeing any of you carrying the spices and ointments to do the last rites of preparing 
Jesus’ body for burial. Therefore, I think you do believe Jesus is alive.   
 
But the women, they didn’t know what to think.  Jesus had been their spiritual 
teacher.  They respected Him deeply.  Plus, He had this way of knowing you and 
seeing you; almost like He knew what you were thinking.  It was very comforting 
actually.  Now He’s been killed by the state and the women only want to honor him 
this last time.  



 
Not only is the tomb open, but there are two men saying Jesus is alive!  They ask a 
very curious question.  “Why do you look for the living among the dead?”  
 
Why do you look for the living among the dead?  None of us go to the cemetery 
expecting our loved one to be sitting there alive.  The cemetery with all the 
tombstones is the place of the dead.  Yet these men are adamant that Jesus was 
dead but is now very much alive.  That means Jesus is not only alive, but fully the 
spiritual teacher and the intimate confidant He always was!  It also means our grief 
at seeing Him on the cross – well we can “Leave it at the tomb, for Jesus is 
Alive!” 
 
The two men in the tomb weren’t talking to us, but they could have been.  In our 
stressful and fast-paced lives, it’s very normal that at times we do things to numb 
ourselves.  We scroll to pass the time, just because.  Or we hop on Amazon and buy 
the latest and greatest of whatever is the hot deal for the day.   
 
But when we tire of Facebook and the excitement of opening the Amazon box is 
over, these momentary fixes aren’t truly life-giving.  We pretend they make us feel 
alive. Yet, the stressful hamster wheel is still-a-turning.  Life is still really messy.  
People are in pain.  We need look no farther than two more school tragedies this 
week.   
 
Listen carefully…no matter what we do – no matter what we’ve done …God has 
already decided to love us.  God has already decided to love you.   
 
Because for God, it is not about behavior.  It is about a relationship.  We belong to 
Christ through His life, death and resurrection. God is in relationship with us.  That 
was already decided on Good Friday when Christ was crucified. As St. Paul wrote, 
‘If God is for us, who is against us?  He who did not withhold his own Son, but 
gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? 
(Romans 8:31-32)  If today you doubt that God loves you or wants to be in a 
relationship with you, just look at the resurrected Christ and, “Leave it at the tomb, 
for Jesus is Alive!”  
  
Jesus was always inviting people into a richer, deeper, fuller, more expansive life.  
He understood God’s people were living under an oppressive government that 
taxed them.  He also knew religious leaders taught that following God’s Law was a 
most serious business.  Therefore, Jesus encouraged people to get outside their 



black and white lives into a life with Him that included all the shades on the color 
palette.   
 
It's true!  Jesus was always inviting people to leave things at their tombs. There 
was a woman caught in adultery.  The religious leaders were ready to stone her.  
Jesus said, ‘Whoever is without sin, throw the first stone.’  They all left!  They all 
left!  Jesus said to her, “Woman, where are they?  Has no one condemned you?  
Neither do I.  Go and sin no more.”  (John 8:1-11) 
 
“Leave it at the tomb, for Jesus is Alive!” 
 
A paralytic man laid by healing waters for 38 years.  He could never get into the 
pool when the water was foaming.  Listen to Jesus’ question to him.  “Do you want 
to be made well?”  Do you want out of this lifeless existence?  Or are you content 
to keep trying, repeating the same thing over and over, going back to something 
you think will bring you life, but it doesn’t?  The man gave an excuse about no one 
else would ever help him.  Sounds like he likes this watery cemetery.   
 
Then Jesus said to him, “Stand up!  Take your mat and walk!”  (John 5:1-9) In 
other words, “Leave it at the tomb, for Jesus is Alive!” 
 
Those are stories of people that Jesus interacted with.  What’s your story?  If the 
Risen Jesus were to ask you this morning, what might you leave at the tomb?  
Remember He has already chosen to be in relationship with you.  He knows your 
life: the good, the bad and the ugly. He still loves you.  
 
Need to ask forgiveness?   
 
Living with self-doubt? 
 
Is it the pain of a broken relationship?  
 
Maybe it is anger, fear, and worry.  Oh, how easy it is to take those emotions out of 
the closet and massage them, admire them, keep them close. They make us feel 
safe.   
 
Our resurrected God is calling us to a life full to the brim, overflowing with 
laughter and saturated in hope. It might be too late to go back and make a new 
beginning, but it’s never too late to make a new ending.   
 



Andrew Papke was driving drunk when he killed Adrian Early’s daughter Bethany.  
Mr. Early told Andrew Papke, ‘I have forgiven you.  Now I want you to forgive 
yourself.’  In prison, Andrew began attending Bridges to Life, a faith-based 
restorative justice program centered on victim impact, including meeting with 
victims.  This and another program led by Lutheran pastor David Doerfler, change 
inmate’s lives.  Andrew had to admit his guilt and write about how his crimes 
impacted others. But Andrew also said, the program was a balm of healing.i  The 
resurrected God is alive and well, working behind prison bars in offenders’ hearts.   
 
Each of you are holding a rock.  A few minutes ago, I asked what Jesus might 
invite you to leave at the empty tomb so that God can bring you a life full to the 
brim, saturated in hope.  During the next hymn, or offering, or after you’ve 
received Holy Communion, you are invited to leave your rock and whatever it 
symbolizes, at the open tomb this morning.   
 
Leave there what is dead inside of you.  That thing you keep doing even though it 
brings you no life.  Leave your rock at the tomb, even if you can only let go of it 
for a little while.  Lay it down.  Release it so you can be renewed in the power of 
the resurrected Christ – our Savior.   
 
And…there is grace.  Always there is grace.  If you and God need to hold onto 
your rock, that is perfectly fine.  Your spirit knows what you need.  Simply listen.   
 
Perhaps one day, when we are all ready, we can “Leave everything at the tomb, for 
Jesus is Risen!”  
 
He is Risen, indeed!  Amen!  
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I say, “Leave it at the tomb,” I’m inviting you to respond, “for Jesus is Alive!”   
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That’s good – really good.  You sound like you believe Jesus is alive.  And I’m not 
seeing any of you carrying the spices and ointments to do the last rites of preparing 
Jesus’ body for burial. Therefore, I think you do believe Jesus is alive.   
 
But the women, they didn’t know what to think.  Jesus had been their spiritual 
teacher.  They respected Him deeply.  Plus, He had this way of knowing you and 
seeing you; almost like He knew what you were thinking.  It was very comforting 
actually.  Now He’s been killed by the state and the women only want to honor him 
this last time.  



 
Not only is the tomb open, but there are two men saying Jesus is alive!  They ask a 
very curious question.  “Why do you look for the living among the dead?”  
 
Why do you look for the living among the dead?  None of us go to the cemetery 
expecting our loved one to be sitting there alive.  The cemetery with all the 
tombstones is the place of the dead.  Yet these men are adamant that Jesus was 
dead but is now very much alive.  That means Jesus is not only alive, but fully the 
spiritual teacher and the intimate confidant He always was!  It also means our grief 
at seeing Him on the cross – well we can “Leave it at the tomb, for Jesus is 
Alive!” 
 
The two men in the tomb weren’t talking to us, but they could have been.  In our 
stressful and fast-paced lives, it’s very normal that at times we do things to numb 
ourselves.  We scroll to pass the time, just because.  Or we hop on Amazon and buy 
the latest and greatest of whatever is the hot deal for the day.   
 
But when we tire of Facebook and the excitement of opening the Amazon box is 
over, these momentary fixes aren’t truly life-giving.  We pretend they make us feel 
alive. Yet, the stressful hamster wheel is still-a-turning.  Life is still really messy.  
People are in pain.  We need look no farther than two more school tragedies this 
week.   
 
Listen carefully…no matter what we do – no matter what we’ve done …God has 
already decided to love us.  God has already decided to love you.   
 
Because for God, it is not about behavior.  It is about a relationship.  We belong to 
Christ through His life, death and resurrection. God is in relationship with us.  That 
was already decided on Good Friday when Christ was crucified. As St. Paul wrote, 
‘If God is for us, who is against us?  He who did not withhold his own Son, but 
gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? 
(Romans 8:31-32)  If today you doubt that God loves you or wants to be in a 
relationship with you, just look at the resurrected Christ and, “Leave it at the tomb, 
for Jesus is Alive!”  
  
Jesus was always inviting people into a richer, deeper, fuller, more expansive life.  
He understood God’s people were living under an oppressive government that 
taxed them.  He also knew religious leaders taught that following God’s Law was a 
most serious business.  Therefore, Jesus encouraged people to get outside their 



black and white lives into a life with Him that included all the shades on the color 
palette.   
 
It's true!  Jesus was always inviting people to leave things at their tombs. There 
was a woman caught in adultery.  The religious leaders were ready to stone her.  
Jesus said, ‘Whoever is without sin, throw the first stone.’  They all left!  They all 
left!  Jesus said to her, “Woman, where are they?  Has no one condemned you?  
Neither do I.  Go and sin no more.”  (John 8:1-11) 
 
“Leave it at the tomb, for Jesus is Alive!” 
 
A paralytic man laid by healing waters for 38 years.  He could never get into the 
pool when the water was foaming.  Listen to Jesus’ question to him.  “Do you want 
to be made well?”  Do you want out of this lifeless existence?  Or are you content 
to keep trying, repeating the same thing over and over, going back to something 
you think will bring you life, but it doesn’t?  The man gave an excuse about no one 
else would ever help him.  Sounds like he likes this watery cemetery.   
 
Then Jesus said to him, “Stand up!  Take your mat and walk!”  (John 5:1-9) In 
other words, “Leave it at the tomb, for Jesus is Alive!” 
 
Those are stories of people that Jesus interacted with.  What’s your story?  If the 
Risen Jesus were to ask you this morning, what might you leave at the tomb?  
Remember He has already chosen to be in relationship with you.  He knows your 
life: the good, the bad and the ugly. He still loves you.  
 
Need to ask forgiveness?   
 
Living with self-doubt? 
 
Is it the pain of a broken relationship?  
 
Maybe it is anger, fear, and worry.  Oh, how easy it is to take those emotions out of 
the closet and massage them, admire them, keep them close. They make us feel 
safe.   
 
Our resurrected God is calling us to a life full to the brim, overflowing with 
laughter and saturated in hope. It might be too late to go back and make a new 
beginning, but it’s never too late to make a new ending.   
 



Andrew Papke was driving drunk when he killed Adrian Early’s daughter Bethany.  
Mr. Early told Andrew Papke, ‘I have forgiven you.  Now I want you to forgive 
yourself.’  In prison, Andrew began attending Bridges to Life, a faith-based 
restorative justice program centered on victim impact, including meeting with 
victims.  This and another program led by Lutheran pastor David Doerfler, change 
inmate’s lives.  Andrew had to admit his guilt and write about how his crimes 
impacted others. But Andrew also said, the program was a balm of healing.i  The 
resurrected God is alive and well, working behind prison bars in offenders’ hearts.   
 
Each of you are holding a rock.  A few minutes ago, I asked what Jesus might 
invite you to leave at the empty tomb so that God can bring you a life full to the 
brim, saturated in hope.  During the next hymn, or offering, or after you’ve 
received Holy Communion, you are invited to leave your rock and whatever it 
symbolizes, at the open tomb this morning.   
 
Leave there what is dead inside of you.  That thing you keep doing even though it 
brings you no life.  Leave your rock at the tomb, even if you can only let go of it 
for a little while.  Lay it down.  Release it so you can be renewed in the power of 
the resurrected Christ – our Savior.   
 
And…there is grace.  Always there is grace.  If you and God need to hold onto 
your rock, that is perfectly fine.  Your spirit knows what you need.  Simply listen.   
 
Perhaps one day, when we are all ready, we can “Leave everything at the tomb, for 
Jesus is Risen!”  
 
He is Risen, indeed!  Amen!  
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perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside 
them. 5 The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men 
said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but 
has risen. 6 Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, 7 that the Son 
of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise 
again.” 8 Then they remembered his words, 9 and returning from the tomb, they told 
all this to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, 
Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them who told this to the 
apostles. 11 But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe 
them. 12 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the 
linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened. 
 
“Why do you look for the living among the dead?” the men ask.  We too, can get stuck looking 
for and then doing things that don’t bring us life.  Jesus – the Risen Christ – is the one who 
brings us real Life.  We belong to Christ (through His death and resurrection) and God is already 
in relationship with us.  Today, if even for a little while, leave at the tomb what is draining life 
from you.  For He is a living Lord, ready to bring you new life!  
 
Today is such a celebratory day that we all get to be preachers this morning.  When 
I say, “Leave it at the tomb,” I’m inviting you to respond, “for Jesus is Alive!”   
 
Let’s try that together…“Leave it at the tomb, for Jesus is Alive!”   
 
That’s good – really good.  You sound like you believe Jesus is alive.  And I’m not 
seeing any of you carrying the spices and ointments to do the last rites of preparing 
Jesus’ body for burial. Therefore, I think you do believe Jesus is alive.   
 
But the women, they didn’t know what to think.  Jesus had been their spiritual 
teacher.  They respected Him deeply.  Plus, He had this way of knowing you and 
seeing you; almost like He knew what you were thinking.  It was very comforting 
actually.  Now He’s been killed by the state and the women only want to honor him 
this last time.  



 
Not only is the tomb open, but there are two men saying Jesus is alive!  They ask a 
very curious question.  “Why do you look for the living among the dead?”  
 
Why do you look for the living among the dead?  None of us go to the cemetery 
expecting our loved one to be sitting there alive.  The cemetery with all the 
tombstones is the place of the dead.  Yet these men are adamant that Jesus was 
dead but is now very much alive.  That means Jesus is not only alive, but fully the 
spiritual teacher and the intimate confidant He always was!  It also means our grief 
at seeing Him on the cross – well we can “Leave it at the tomb, for Jesus is 
Alive!” 
 
The two men in the tomb weren’t talking to us, but they could have been.  In our 
stressful and fast-paced lives, it’s very normal that at times we do things to numb 
ourselves.  We scroll to pass the time, just because.  Or we hop on Amazon and buy 
the latest and greatest of whatever is the hot deal for the day.   
 
But when we tire of Facebook and the excitement of opening the Amazon box is 
over, these momentary fixes aren’t truly life-giving.  We pretend they make us feel 
alive. Yet, the stressful hamster wheel is still-a-turning.  Life is still really messy.  
People are in pain.  We need look no farther than two more school tragedies this 
week.   
 
Listen carefully…no matter what we do – no matter what we’ve done …God has 
already decided to love us.  God has already decided to love you.   
 
Because for God, it is not about behavior.  It is about a relationship.  We belong to 
Christ through His life, death and resurrection. God is in relationship with us.  That 
was already decided on Good Friday when Christ was crucified. As St. Paul wrote, 
‘If God is for us, who is against us?  He who did not withhold his own Son, but 
gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? 
(Romans 8:31-32)  If today you doubt that God loves you or wants to be in a 
relationship with you, just look at the resurrected Christ and, “Leave it at the tomb, 
for Jesus is Alive!”  
  
Jesus was always inviting people into a richer, deeper, fuller, more expansive life.  
He understood God’s people were living under an oppressive government that 
taxed them.  He also knew religious leaders taught that following God’s Law was a 
most serious business.  Therefore, Jesus encouraged people to get outside their 



black and white lives into a life with Him that included all the shades on the color 
palette.   
 
It's true!  Jesus was always inviting people to leave things at their tombs. There 
was a woman caught in adultery.  The religious leaders were ready to stone her.  
Jesus said, ‘Whoever is without sin, throw the first stone.’  They all left!  They all 
left!  Jesus said to her, “Woman, where are they?  Has no one condemned you?  
Neither do I.  Go and sin no more.”  (John 8:1-11) 
 
“Leave it at the tomb, for Jesus is Alive!” 
 
A paralytic man laid by healing waters for 38 years.  He could never get into the 
pool when the water was foaming.  Listen to Jesus’ question to him.  “Do you want 
to be made well?”  Do you want out of this lifeless existence?  Or are you content 
to keep trying, repeating the same thing over and over, going back to something 
you think will bring you life, but it doesn’t?  The man gave an excuse about no one 
else would ever help him.  Sounds like he likes this watery cemetery.   
 
Then Jesus said to him, “Stand up!  Take your mat and walk!”  (John 5:1-9) In 
other words, “Leave it at the tomb, for Jesus is Alive!” 
 
Those are stories of people that Jesus interacted with.  What’s your story?  If the 
Risen Jesus were to ask you this morning, what might you leave at the tomb?  
Remember He has already chosen to be in relationship with you.  He knows your 
life: the good, the bad and the ugly. He still loves you.  
 
Need to ask forgiveness?   
 
Living with self-doubt? 
 
Is it the pain of a broken relationship?  
 
Maybe it is anger, fear, and worry.  Oh, how easy it is to take those emotions out of 
the closet and massage them, admire them, keep them close. They make us feel 
safe.   
 
Our resurrected God is calling us to a life full to the brim, overflowing with 
laughter and saturated in hope. It might be too late to go back and make a new 
beginning, but it’s never too late to make a new ending.   
 



Andrew Papke was driving drunk when he killed Adrian Early’s daughter Bethany.  
Mr. Early told Andrew Papke, ‘I have forgiven you.  Now I want you to forgive 
yourself.’  In prison, Andrew began attending Bridges to Life, a faith-based 
restorative justice program centered on victim impact, including meeting with 
victims.  This and another program led by Lutheran pastor David Doerfler, change 
inmate’s lives.  Andrew had to admit his guilt and write about how his crimes 
impacted others. But Andrew also said, the program was a balm of healing.i  The 
resurrected God is alive and well, working behind prison bars in offenders’ hearts.   
 
Each of you are holding a rock.  A few minutes ago, I asked what Jesus might 
invite you to leave at the empty tomb so that God can bring you a life full to the 
brim, saturated in hope.  During the next hymn, or offering, or after you’ve 
received Holy Communion, you are invited to leave your rock and whatever it 
symbolizes, at the open tomb this morning.   
 
Leave there what is dead inside of you.  That thing you keep doing even though it 
brings you no life.  Leave your rock at the tomb, even if you can only let go of it 
for a little while.  Lay it down.  Release it so you can be renewed in the power of 
the resurrected Christ – our Savior.   
 
And…there is grace.  Always there is grace.  If you and God need to hold onto 
your rock, that is perfectly fine.  Your spirit knows what you need.  Simply listen.   
 
Perhaps one day, when we are all ready, we can “Leave everything at the tomb, for 
Jesus is Risen!”  
 
He is Risen, indeed!  Amen!  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
i https://www.livinglutheran.org/2019/11/repairing-whats-broken/ 


