Online Self-Paced Bail Bonding Course
Syllabus

Course Title

Correspondence Self-Paced Bail Bonding Course

Instructor
Gabriel Robinson
305-697-7093

robinson@sflbailbonds.com

Course Delivery

Online | Self-Paced | Asynchronous

Instructor Contact Policy

Office Hours: By appointment
Response Time: The instructor will respond to student questions within 1-2 business days.

Course Description

This online self-paced course is designed to provide students with a structured and flexible way
to complete bail bond education. The course is divided into ten sections that cover the legal,
ethical, procedural, and operational aspects of bail bond practice.

Each section includes:

o Lesson content

e Guided reading

e An assignment

e Aquiz

Students complete the course independently, but they must progress through the sections in
order.

Course Progression Policy


mailto:robinson@sflbailbonds.com

This is a mastery-based course.

To move from one section to the next, each student must:

1.

Complete the lesson materials

2. Submit the section assignment

3.

Earn a minimum score of 70% on the section quiz

A student who scores below 70% on a quiz must retake the quiz before advancing.

Final Exam Policy

The final exam is proctored.

Students must:

Schedule a date and time for the final exam

Take the exam live in front of a camera

Complete the exam in an approved proctored setting, such as Zoom, Google Meet, or
another approved video platform

The student must remain visible on camera for the duration of the exam.

Course Learning Outcomes

By the end of this course, students will be able to:

. Explain bail as a form of surety

. Identify the major types of criminal defendant bonds

. Describe the licensing and appointment requirements for bail bond agents and agencies
. Apply contract principles to bail bond transactions
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Analyze underwriting decisions and bond-writing practices

. Understand court obligations, surrender, and discharge
. Explain forfeiture, judgment, and remission procedures

Apply rules governing collateral and indemnity

0. Identify criminal, administrative, and regulatory violations affecting bail bond agents

Discussion Board Requirements



As part of this online self-paced course, students are required to participate in discussion board
activities designed to strengthen understanding of bail bond law, court procedure, public safety,
and the professional responsibilities of bail bond agents.

Purpose of Discussions
Discussion assignments give students the opportunity to:
» reflect on course content
o apply legal concepts to real-world bail bond practice

o engage with classmates in a professional learning environment
o strengthen critical thinking and communication skills

Discussion Requirements
Students must complete all assigned discussion activities in the course.
For each discussion, students must:

1. submit one main discussion post
2. reply to at least two classmates

Main Post Requirements
Each main post must:

e clearly answer the discussion question

e demonstrate understanding of the assigned lesson
o include thoughtful explanation and analysis

e be written in complete sentences

e be at least one well-developed paragraph

Reply Requirements
Each student must respond to at least two classmates. Replies should:
e be respectful and professional
e add meaningful substance to the discussion
o include agreement or disagreement with explanation
e add another legal point, example, or perspective

o ask a thoughtful follow-up question when appropriate

Replies such as “I agree” or “Good post” without further explanation will not receive full
credit.

Discussion Topics



Discussion topics may include:

bail as surety

the role of bail bond agents in court compliance
public safety and accountability

arrest and pretrial release

judicial discretion in bail decisions

regulation and ethics in the bail bond profession

Grading

Discussion participation may be included as part of the student’s overall course grade. Students
are expected to complete all discussions as assigned.

Online Discussion Expectations
Because this is a professional training course, all discussion posts must reflect:

e professionalism

e respectful communication
e academic honesty

o thoughtful participation

Students should base their responses on course materials, Florida law, and lesson content
whenever possible.

Course Structure

Section 1: Bail as Surety and Criminal Defendant’s Bonds
Topics

e Bail as surety
o Regulation and regulatory authority
o The surety contract
e Criminal defendant’s bonds
o Appearance bonds (AKA bail bonds)
Appeal bonds
Supersedeas bonds
Habeas corpus bonds
Extradition bonds
Civil contempt bonds
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o Ne exeat bonds
o Criminal contempt bonds
e Federal bonds

Assignment

Assignment 1:

In this assignment, students will examine the legal and regulatory framework governing Bail
Bond Agents in Florida. Students will identify the state department responsible for licensing and
regulation, the elected official who leads that department, the Florida Statutes and Administrative
Code that apply to bail bond practice, and the different types of criminal defendant’s bonds.
Students will also explain the purpose, obligation, and methods of fulfillment for each bond type.
This assignment is designed to strengthen students’ understanding of the laws, rules, and
responsibilities that form the foundation of bail bond practice.

Quiz

Quiz 1: Bail as Surety Quiz
Students must earn 70% or higher to move to Section 2.

Section 2: Licensing and Appointment of Bail Bond Agents
and Agencies

Topics

e Professional bail bond agents

e Limited surety agents

Application requirements
Qualifications

Effective Date and Term of License
Prohibited persons

Continuing education requirements
o Bail bond agencies

Application

Qualifications

Effective Date and Term of License
Prohibited persons
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Assignment

Assignment 2:
In this assignment, students will identify and explain the licensing requirements for bail bond
applicants in Florida, with specific focus on age, residence, education, and character. The



purpose of this assignment is to help students understand the basic qualifications required for
licensure and the professional standards expected of individuals entering the bail bond industry.

Quiz

Quiz 2: Licensing and Appointment Quiz
Students must earn 70% or higher to move to Section 3.

Section 3: Fundamentals of Contracts
Topics

o Enforceability of contracts

e Actions that make a contract unenforceable
e Creating a valid contract

o Enforcing the contract

e Uniform Extradition Act

Assignment

Assignment 3:

In this assignment, students will examine the basic legal principles of fraud and contract
law as they apply to bail bond practice. Students will identify the five elements of fraud, the
five elements of a valid contract, and the legal status of contracts based on enforceability.
Students will also define important legal terms related to fraud, misrepresentation,
concealment, waiver, perjury, and void or voidable agreements. This assignment is
designed to strengthen students’ understanding of contract validity and legal defenses that
may affect bail bond transactions.

Quiz

Quiz 3: Fundamentals of Contracts Quiz
Students must earn 70% or higher to move to Section 4.

Section 4: Operating a Bail Bond Business

Topics



o Contract of agency
o Statutory Guidelines

o Bail bond office
Supervision of employees
Licenses and appointments
Records
Advertising

o Change of address
o Payment of premium
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Assignment

Assignment 4:

In this assignment, students will review the department requirements and legal standards that
apply to the operation of a bail bond agency. Students will examine office requirements,
recordkeeping, reporting obligations, annual registration, restrictions on soliciting business, and
employee criminal history rules. Students will also define agency, explain the purposes of the
two types of powers of attorney, list the steps in the bail bond agent’s biennial registration
process, and distinguish between actual and apparent authority. This assignment is designed to
strengthen students’ understanding of agency operations, compliance duties, and professional
authority in bail bond practice.

Quiz

Quiz 4: Operating a Bail Bond Business Quiz
Students must earn 70% or higher to move to Section 5.

Section 5: Arrest and Release
Topics

e Arrest procedures

o Pretrial release

e Approval and acceptance of bail
e GPS monitoring

Assignment

Assignment 5:

In this assignment, students will examine the basic procedures surrounding bail setting, approval,
and release in criminal cases. Students will identify the officials who ordinarily set, accept, and
approve bail, explain when bail is considered appropriate, define a warrant, and describe the
court proceeding where bail is usually set. Students will also review the common methods by



which a defendant may be released. This assignment is designed to strengthen students’
understanding of the early stages of the bail process and the legal roles involved.

Quiz

Quiz 5: Arrest and Release Quiz
Students must earn 70% or higher to move to Section 6.

Section 6: Writing and Underwriting Bonds
Topics

e Underwriting
e The surety/defendant contract
e The surety Contract
e Writing the bond/premium
o transfer bonds
o in-state transfer bonds
o out-of-state transfer bonds
out-of-county bonds

Assignment

Assignment 6:

In this assignment, students will examine the rules governing premium handling, surrender
of a defendant, and the documents required after a bond is posted. Students will identify
when premium must be returned, when a defendant may be surrendered without return of
premium, the essential elements of a valid bail bond, the current premium rate, and the
information required on a premium receipt. Students will also review what additional
consideration may be accepted and the documents that must be provided to the
defendant. This assignment is designed to strengthen students’ understanding of bond
execution, financial compliance, and required disclosures in bail bond practice.

Quiz

Quiz 6: Writing and Underwriting Bonds Quiz
Students must earn 70% or higher to move to Section 7.



Section 7: The Courts
Topics

e Jurisdiction

o original jurisdiction

o appellate jurisdiction
o Fulfilling the bond obligation
Required court appearances
o Court order
o Surrender of defendant
o statutory discharge
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Assignment

Assignment 7:

In this assignment, students will examine the structure and jurisdiction of the Florida court
system and its role in bail bond practice. Students will identify the four Florida courts and
their jurisdictions, explain the components of original jurisdiction, and recognize which
courts hear appeals. Students will also define key legal terms such as nolle prosequi and
no information, explain how a bail bond agent may authorize the arrest of a defendant by
law enforcement, and identify the court proceedings in which a defendant’s guilt or
innocence may be determined. This assignment is designed to strengthen students’
understanding of court procedure, jurisdiction, and the bail bond agent’s role within the
judicial process.

Quiz

Quiz 7: The Courts Quiz
Students must earn 70% or higher to move to Section 8.

Section 8: Forfeitures and Judgments
Topics

o Forfeiture
o Procedural guideline
o Notice of forfeiture
o Discharge of forfeiture



o Warrants and capias

o locating and arresting the defendant
e Judgment
Forfeiture to judgement
Consequences of Unpaid judgments
o Motion to set aside judgement
o Remission
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Assignment 8:

In this assignment, students will examine the legal procedures and consequences related to bond
forfeiture, judgment, and arrest authority after forfeiture. Students will identify the reasons a
forfeiture may be discharged within 60 days, explain what happens when a forfeiture is not paid
or discharged, and describe the consequences of unpaid judgments. Students will also identify
who may lawfully arrest a defendant, what forfeiture information must be reported to the
department and when, and when a bail bond agent loses arrest powers over a defendant after
forfeiture. This assignment is designed to strengthen students’ understanding of forfeiture
procedures, reporting duties, and post-forfeiture enforcement authority in bail bond practice.

Quiz

Quiz 8: Forfeitures and Judgments Quiz
Students must earn 70% or higher to move to Section 9.

Section 9: Collateral and Indemnity
Topics

e Indemnity contracts

e Types of collateral

e Securing collateral

e Custody of collateral

o Return of collateral after fulfillment
e After forfeiture

e Contractual restrictions

o Penalties for violations

Assignment 9:

In this assignment, students will examine the rules and procedures governing collateralin
bail bond practice. Students will identify the types of acceptable collateral for bonds over
$50,000, explain in whose name collateral must be accepted, and describe how collateral
must be held. Students will also review the requirements for returning collateral after
fulfillment, outline the steps for converting collateral, and list the information that must be
included on a collateral receipt. This assignment is designed to strengthen students’



understanding of collateral handling, documentation, and compliance responsibilities in
bail bond practice.

Quiz

Quiz 9: Collateral and Indemnity Quiz
Students must earn 70% or higher to move to Section 10.

Section 10: Regulation of Bail Bond Agents
Topics

e Criminal charges and violation
o Felony violations
o Misdemeanor violations
e Department authority
Department Disciplinary
Initiating a department investigations
o Evidence gathering
o Disciplinary actions and other consequences
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Assignment 10: Regulatory Violations Analysis

In this assignment, students will examine the disciplinary authority of the Department of
Financial Services over licensed bail bond agents. Students will identify the types of disciplinary
actions that may be imposed against a licensee who is found guilty in a departmental proceeding.
This assignment is designed to strengthen students’ understanding of regulatory enforcement,
professional accountability, and the consequences of violations in bail bond practice.

Quiz

Quiz 10: Regulation of Bail Bond Agents Quiz
Students must earn 70% or higher to qualify for the final exam.

Final Exam

Proctored Final Examination



After completing all ten sections, assignments, and quizzes, the student becomes eligible for the
final exam.

Final Exam Requirements

e Must be scheduled in advance

e Must be taken on an approved date and time

e Must be taken live in front of a camera

e Student must remain visible throughout the exam

e Student may be required to verify identity before beginning

e No final exam will be administered without scheduled proctor approval

Final Exam Format

o Comprehensive exam covering all ten sections
e Multiple-choice, true/false, and application-based questions
e Timed exam administered in a proctored setting

Grading Breakdown

e Section Assignments: 10%
e Section Quizzes: 10%
e Proctored Final Exam: 80%

Passing Requirements

To successfully complete the course, the student must:

e Complete all ten sections

e Submit all ten assignments

e Score at least 70% on each section quiz

e Complete the proctored final exam

o Earn a final course average of 80% or higher

Attendance and Participation Policy

Because this is a self-paced online course, there is no traditional classroom attendance
requirement. However, students are expected to actively complete each section in sequence and
remain engaged in the course until all requirements are completed.



Assignment Policy

Each section includes one required assignment. Assignments must be submitted before the
section is considered complete.

Assignments may include:

e Short written responses
o Case studies

e Worksheets

e Compliance reviews

e Process maps

e Scenario analysis

Quiz Policy

e Each section ends with a quiz

e Quizzes are required

e Students must earn at least 70%

o Students who do not earn 70% must retake the quiz before advancing
e The next section remains locked until the required score is achieved

Communication Policy

Students may contact the instructor with questions related to:

o Lesson content

e Assignments

e Quiz clarification

o Exam scheduling

e Course progression

Instructor Response Time: Responses will be provided within 1-2 business days.
Office Hours: By appointment.



Technology Requirements

Students must have access to:

A computer, laptop, or tablet

Internet access

A camera and microphone for the final proctored exam
The course learning platform

Ability to upload assignments and complete quizzes online

Recommended Self-Paced Schedule

Students may complete the course at their own pace, but a suggested schedule is:

Section 1-2: Week 1

Section 3-4: Week 2

Section 5-6: Week 3

Section 7-8: Week 4

Section 9-10: Week 5
Proctored Final Exam: Week 6

This is only a suggested pacing guide. Students may move faster or slower if permitted by course
policy.

Module Flow for Each Section

Each section should follow this order:

Read lesson content

Review key terms and materials
Complete assignment

Take quiz

Earn 70% or higher

Unlock next section
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Instructor Statement



This course is designed to give students a flexible but structured path to learning bail bond law
and procedure. Although the course is self-paced, students are still held to clear academic and
professional expectations. Mastery of each section is required before progression, and the course
concludes with a scheduled proctored final exam conducted live in front of a camera.



