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Official Contestant Handbook



The Miss Butte County Scholarship Program (MBCSP) is a community service based organization
that fosters invaluable personal and professional skills in its participants. While empowering the

youth of Butte County, the program also teaches how to give selflessly to the community.
Our contestants participate in multiple training seminars, referred to as Competition Camps.
These Competition Camps teach public speaking, speech making, resume building, interview
skills, the ability to formulate their thoughts quickly and efficiently on the spot, leadership,

poise, communication, sportsmanship, and confidence. Not only will these skills prepare them for
the rigorous competition, but also for many facets of their future endeavors. All rules and

regulations set forth in this and all documents provided by the Miss Butte County Scholarship
Program, are designed to prepare participants to represent the Butte County Fair, Miss Butte

County Scholarship Program, and Butte County.

2024 Miss Butte County Application Handbook

General Requirements
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General Requirements Cont.
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Each application shall be accompanied by a non-refundable application fee of $225.
This may be paid for by the contestant and/or any sponsors obtained by the
contestant.

1.

Attendance of the March 10, 2024 or April 17, 2024 optional workshop will provide a
$25 discount. One discount per applicant. Applicant must attend at least 75% of the
workshop to be eligible. NO transfer of discount permitted. 

2.

Payments may be in the form of cash, check (written to the Butte County Fair with the
Memo of “Miss Butte County”), or card (service fees DO apply).

3.

If submitting application online, payment MUST be received by the fair within 48
hours of application being submitted. (Please note that all payments are required by
5:00pm June 14, 2024).

4.

If a refund of the application fee is needed, a formal request must be made to the
program director. The program director holds the right to seek the advise of the Miss
Butte County Advisory Committee to determine if the fee may be refunded. Refunds
are NOT guaranteed.

5.

Application Fee

Wardrobe Rules
All outfits must be submitted to the program director for approval no later than
August 10, 2024 at 5:00pm. The Director reserves the right to reject any outfit, shoe,
accessory, or prop.

1.

For ALL attire worn at MBCSP activities, attire must be modest, can be with or without
sleeves. Low-cut or plunging necklines and low backs are not permitted. Miss and
Teen can have a modest slit that does not go above the knee (modesty panels may be
added to accommodate rules). Slips or lined gowns are mandatory due to theatrical
light that will penetrate the evening gown material. 

2.

The MBCSP has a “dress closet” available to contestants. Not all sizes/styles will be
available. Contact missbuttecounty@gmail.com to view closet.

3.

Examples will be provided at Orientation and are available upon request

Application Deadline
Contestant must submit the official application along with a 1st draft of speech, 1st draft
of resume, 1st draft of top choice Service Platform(Miss and Ambassador), and pay the
appropriate application fees to be accepted as a completed application.

1.

A Parent/Guardian must sign all application documents and rules if the applicant is under
the age of 18.

2.

 Applications will be accepted from April 8, 2024 until 5:00pm June 14, 2024.3.
Applications are limited to the first twelve (12) applicants in each age division. Entries will
be date and time stamped. The order of contestants will be selected by MBCSP director.

4.

Once submitted, changes to the application may only be made at the discretion of the
Miss Butte County Program Director.

5.

Applications may be submitted to the Butte County Fair Office or filled out and scanned
in to be submitted via email to missbuttecounty@gmail.com.

6.
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Areas of Competition

Resume 10 Points (All-Or-Nothing)

Interview 40 Points/Judge 

Butte County Fair Test 20 Points 

Opening Number Non-Judged

Speech 40 Points /Judge

Presentation of Skills 10 Points (All-Or-Nothing)

Impromptu Question 35 Points /Judge

Resume 15 Points (All-Or-Nothing)

Interview 50 Points/Judge 

Butte County Fair Test 60 Points 

Opening Number Non-Judged

Speech 50 Points/Judge

Presentation of Skills 10 Points (All-Or-Nothing)

Impromptu Question 50 Points/Judge

Resume 15 Points (All-Or-Nothing)

Interview 70 Points/Judge 

Butte County Fair Test 80 Points 

Opening Number Non-Judged

Speech 70 Points/Judge

Presentation of Skills 10 Points (All-Or-Nothing)

Impromptu Question 70 Points/Judge

Service Platform 15 Points (All-Or-Nothing)
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Resume
Often one to two pages in length, a resume is an informational document that lists and
summarizes your qualifications, such as skills and education. The goal of a resume is to
introduce your qualifications and skills to potential employers (in our case, judges). For
the purposes of Miss Butte County, the resume is designed to share your story while

introducing yourself to the judges in an easy to read format. You will want to highlight
activities, programs, and awards that you have been involved with that are important

to you. You may choose to include academic, athletic, community, religious, or work
activities or awards. Hobbies, skills, interests, and future endeavors might be added to

your resume as well. A few examples are included at the end of this handbook.
The resume is judged All-Or-Nothing for all age divisions. If a resume is submitted and

follows the rules below, the contestant will receive the full points. If the contestant does
not follow all of the rules listed below, the resume will receive a zero (0) score.

Must be typed.1.
Must include name, age, and grade.2.
Be a minimum 1/2 page but no more than two pages.3.

 One full page is typical for most resumes.a.
The body of the resume must be size 12 font.4.
A photo is allowed but may not be more than 3" by 3".5.
A final draft is required to be submitted via email to missbuttecounty@gmail.com no later
than 5:00pm on July 13, 2024. A point deduction of one point will be made for every day
the final version is late.

6.

Ser v i c e  P l a t f o rm
Miss and Ambassador Only

A service platform is your opportunity to demonstrate your passion to service to the
community as well as your ability to create a plan in an easy to read format. 

Your service platform will be presented to the judges and they may choose to utilize this
to formulate questions for your interview. This 1-2 page document is a great opportunity

to learn about the service opportunities offered in Butte County and possibly learn
about creating your own.

You may select a community service project or organization that already exists or you
may design your own service.

Your service platform may be referenced in your impromptu question.
A few examples are included at the end of this handbook.

The Service Platform document is judged All-Or-Nothing. If a Service Platform is
submitted and follows the rules below, the contestant will receive the full points. If the
contestant does not follow all of the rules listed below, the Service Platform will receive

a zero (0) score.
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Ser v i c e  P l a t f o rm Cont .
On the applications, please include three service platforms in the order of preference. The
selection of your final Service Platform will be at the discretion of the program director.

1.

The director will notify you within 10 days of receiving your application which platform has
been selected.

2.

A rough draft of your #1 choice should accompany your application. A rough draft may be
simple and does not have to directly reflect your final version.

3.

Service Platform may not be in support of a political or religious organization.4.
Your Service Platform document must include your name and the name of your service
platform.

5.

Must include a summary of your vision, what you plan on doing, how you intend on
spreading your message, explanation why you chose this service platform, how you would
utilize a title with the MBCSP to further your mission, and any other pertinent information.

6.

Consider this similar to a business plan, while it can be in any format, design, or order you
choose, it should include information needed for potential sponsors and community
endorsements.

7.

Must be typed.8.
May not be more than two pages.9.
A final draft is required to be submitted via email to missbuttecounty@gmail.com no later
than 5:00pm on July 13, 2024 . A point deduction of 1 point will be made for every day the
final version is late.

10.

Personality Interview
All Age Divisions

The personality interview is conducted on the Saturday prior to the fair. The purpose of this
panel style interview is to introduce yourself to the judges in a personal yet professional

environment. The judges will take turns asking questions from your resume and the provided
interview questions (located in contestant handbook). This area of competition focuses on the
contestant’s areas of interest, sense of value, attitude, and personality. Personal appearance

and poise also provide the judges with insight relative to the contestant being interviewed.
Miss and Ambassador only: Judges may also ask questions about your submitted service

platform.
Interview times are as follows:

Missette: 6 Minutes
Teen: 8 Minutes
Miss: 10 Minutes

Ambassador: 10 Minutes
You will be assigned an interview arrival time prior to interview day.1.
If you are more than five minutes late to your scheduled arrival time, you will receive a
point deduction of five (Missette), ten (Teen), or fifteen (Miss/Ambassador). 

2.

No props allowed.3.
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Butte County Fair Test
This phase of competition is to gauge a contestants preparedness to promote the Butte
County Fair and the Miss Butte County Scholarship Program if they were to receive a

title. This test will ask questions regarding the 2024 Butte Count Fair and the Miss Butte
County Scholarship Program. The test will occur at the start of competition camp on

Saturday August 10, 2024. Contestants who are late, will receive a point deduction and
will not be allowed extra time. Point deductions for tardiness will be five (Missette), ten

(Teen), fifteen (Miss/Ambassador).
Contestant will be given 45 minutes to complete the test.  All answers can be found in

one of the following locations Butte County Fair Website, Contestant
Application/Handbook, or handouts provided by the program director.

Most questions will be multiple choice.
The test will be the same for every contestant in their respective age division. If special
accommodations are need, a request must be provided in the application or by written

request to the program director. If requests are not made a minimum of 30 days prior to
date needed, acceptance is at the discretion of the program director.

All Age Divisions

Opening Number
The opening number is a non-judged area of competition designed to be an ice-breaker
for the contestants, and an opportunity for contestants to step out of their comfort zone

while learning something new. 
The contestant does not need to be a dancer to have fun during this phase. Each

contestant will wear an outfit that is special to them. This might be a favorite color,
dress, sport, club/organization, artist/band, fun fashion, future profession, or any other

unique identifier.
If an outfit requires a small, simple prop to complete the look, it must be approved by

the program director. Contestant must be able to move freely.
During this phase, the contestant will recite their name, age, city, and one sentence

explaining their chosen attire.

All Age Divisions

Sample Scripts

“My name is Cinderella, I am 16 years old and live in great Gridley. I am wearing a blue dress that my
fairy godmother made for me because blue is my favorite color.”

“Howdy. I am Jessie. I am a 22 year old resident of Chico, Ca. I plan on attending Colorado State
University’s Veterinary School next fall.” (while wearing scrubs and a stethoscope).
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Speech
The personality speech is an opportunity for a contestant to share their story with the

judges and audience. Contestant must write a speech that is at least 45 seconds but no
more than 90 seconds. Composure and confidence are important facets in this area of
competition. Judges will consider creativity and content of each speech. The speech

should include the contestant’s name, age, grade, school and any fun facts or future-
plans. Speech MUST meet the minimum time limit and not exceed the maximum time limit.

A memorized speech will be required. Contestant will NOT be allowed to read off
notecards or a cell phone on stage during competition night. A moderator will be in the

audience for the sole purpose of watching for major deviations or changes to the
content of the speech from what was submitted. Major changes will result in a 15 point
deduction. The speech will be timed at a mandatory competition camp. A rough draft

speech is required to be submitted with the application. 
A final draft MUST be submitted to missbuttecounty@gmail.com no later than 5:00pm
on Saturday July 13, 2024. Late submissions will receive a point deduction of 10 points

per day late. 5:01pm is considered one day late.
Sample speeches are located in the back of this contestant handbook. Additional help

with speeches may be accessed at competition workshops. 

All Age Divisions

Presentation of Skills
All Age Divisions

A presentation of skills is designed to demonstrated a contestant’s ability to share a
special skill or passion with the judges and audience. A contestant’s skill may be
anything from a demonstration on how to perform CPR or proper table setting to

performing a song or dance.  A full list of examples is provided in this handbook. A
contestant is encouraged to be as creative as they wish. The presentation of skill must

be at least 45 seconds but no more than 2 minutes. It will be timed at a mandatory
competition camp.

Props must be approved by the program director.1.
A prop is any item that is not attached to a person or other item. The director
will make final decision to what considered an additional prop.

a.

Props are limited to two props. A request for additional props must be submitted
in writing to the program director with explanation for why they are mandatory.

b.

The Director reserves the right to deny any props.c.
Props must be easily moved.d.
Food/Items may not be given to Judges/Audience.e.
No live animals, a stuffed animal could be used as a substitute.f.
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             g. A contestant can use a large trifold poster to aid in their demonstration 
            (counts as one prop). A single folding table (72“x30“) will be available upon request.
        2. If a contestant needs a stage hand/helper for their skill, this must be approved by the   
             program director.
             a. All helpers/assistants must behave, speak, and dress modestly in accordance with 
                 the rules and regulations of the Miss Butte County Scholarship Program at any Miss 
                 Butte County event including but not limited to rehearsal and program night.
             b. Helpers/assistants must be at the final rehearsal and available program night. It is 
                 optional that they attend contestant one-on-one. They will not attend other
                 competition camps.
        3. If skill is singing, contestant must differentiate in application if live singing or lip  
                 singing. When live singing, contestant may not use vocal music tracks.

      a. Miss Butte County Management reserves the right to require a substitute track.
        4. No note cards/phones may be used. All skills must be memorized.
        5. No fire, live firearms, or weapons may be used.
        6. Director reserves the right to require a change of presentation of skill.

Presentation of Skills Cont.

Impromptu Question
This phase of competition is to gauge a contestants preparedness to answer a question

in front of a live audience. These questions are designed to challenge a contestants
ability to think on their feet. It is important to use your voice to make an impact in a

short statement. While there is no time limit for answers, contestant will be given
instruction during competition camps on creating concise and effective answers. 

No contestant will be informed of their question ahead of time. Impromptu questions will
be decided upon by the interview judges and a MBCSP Impromptu Question Delegate

immediately following interviews.
The difficulty of the questions will vary based upon the contestant’s age category.

All questions will come directly from contestant resumes.

Questions will come from contestant resumes, or the approved list of all-ages or teen
interview questions (located in contestant handbook).

Questions will come from contestant resumes, service platforms, or approved list of all-
ages or miss/ambassador interview questions (located in contestant handbook).

Missette

teen

Miss and Ambassador

All Age Divisions
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Resume Examp l e s
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Interview Questions
While the majority of questions should be based on the

contestant’s resume (and Service Platform for

Miss/Ambassador), interview judges have the ability to ask any

number of the following questions that they see fit during the  

personality interview.

Why do you want to be Missette/Teen/Miss Butte County or Butte
County Ambassador? (All Ages)

What are you most thankful for? (All Ages)
What does community service mean to you? (All Ages)

What color best describes you? (All Ages)
What is your favorite thing about Butte County? (All Ages)

What is one word that describes you? (All Ages)
What is your favorite movie? (Missette)

What is your favorite subject in school? (Missette)
What do you want to be when you grow up? (Missette)

What do you like to do after school? (Missette/Teen)
What is the most important personality trait you have?

(Teen/Miss/Ambassador)
What is your proudest accomplishment? (Teen/Miss/Ambassador)

What is something most people don’t know about you?
(Teen/Miss/Ambassador)

How have your extracurricular activities shaped who you are
today? (Teen/Miss/Ambassador)

What makes a role model? (Miss/Ambassador)
If you could give advice to a younger version of yourself, what

would you say? (Miss/Ambassador)
What has been your most life-changing moment up to this point?

(Miss/Ambassador)
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Cinderella’s Glass Shoe Children’s Charity

What random act of kindness changed your life? For me, my life was changed the day a
stranger gave me a special pair of shoes to attend the ball. Cinderella’s Glass Shoe
Children’s Charity is designed to provide clothing and shoes to foster children in Butte
County. 

The “Social Mice” app will play a vital role in spreading my message. Posts will be made
weekly on various pages including “The Royal Ball Boutique”, “Here in Far, Far, Away”, and
“What’s Happening at the King’s Palace”. White Horse News will allow me to do two live
interviews a year to increase publicity. 

I am planning to speak with various businesses around Butte County where I hope to set
up donation boxes where store patrons can purchase and donate clothing and shoes.
Once a month, I plan on visiting these businesses to collect donations. These items will be
delivered to Miss Pumpkin’s Foster Agency to be distributed to youth in Butte County.

With the title of Miss Butte County, I would have a larger social media platform to utilize in
order to spread the word of my mission. While I am Miss Butte County………..

My stepmother and stepsisters only ever gave me a cold attic to sleep in and the cinder
from the fire that I regularly tended stained all my clothes. The only special item I ever
owned was my mother’s old dress, but even that was ruined by my stepfamily. One day,
my fairy godmother arrived out of the blue and presented me with a pair of glass slippers.
Those glass slippers and my fairy godmother’s kindness gave me the opportunity to meet
my prince Charming which forever changed the trajectory of my life. It is amazing what a
single act of kindness, like the giving of a pair of shoes, can change someone’s life. 

06.12.2024

Cinderella Charming

Why 

Plan

Summary

Spread My Message

How I would utilize a title with Miss Butte County

Ser v i c e  P l a t f o rm Examp l e
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Speech Examples

“Don’t you find it strange that doctor’s call what they do practice? 
 Hi, my name is Gracie Lou Freebush, but I hope one day you can call me Dr.

Freebush. I turned 10 years old last month and live in the beautiful town of Butte
City. This week I started my last year of elementary school as a 5th grader at Butte
Elementary School. Go Hedgehogs! When I am older, I want to go to Butte County
University to become a pediatrician. I love helping people and making them smile. I
have several hobbies including baton lessons and even go to karate classes! One of

my favorite parts about karate classes is that I can practice chopping a board in half
with my bare hands! I can’t wait to earn my purple belt! When I am not hanging out

with my friends or playing board games with my family, I am busy being a
Wilderness Explorer in Tribe 54, Sweat Lodge 12. I am currently working on gaining
my public speaking badge! Oh look at that! I just completed another badge! Public
Speaking, CHECK! I just need Talent and Impromptu and MAYBE then I can earn

Missette Butte County- the highest honor I can bestow! Thank you”
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These examples are not for you to copy and paste. They are designed to be an aid to give you direction. Your
final draft speech may look similar or may be completely different. That is the great part about this area of

competition! We want to hear your unique personality which will look different in every contestant. 
You may focus on one extracurricular/organization that is important to you, theme your speech around a

quote (remember to site your source), utilize the lyrics of your favorite song (credit the artist at some point in
your speech), or find another way to have fun with it. Creativity is a large portion of your score.

Reminder: A rough draft of your speech is required to be submitted with your application, but your final draft
is not due until July 13, 2024. This will provide you the opportunity to ask questions, re-read, and carefully

consider the context of your speech. 



Speech Examples

“Crowns are not made out of just rhinestones, they are made out of discipline,
determination, and a little thing called courage”. This quote by Tessa Ridley is the

motto for my platform, Crowns for Orphans. Good evening, my name is Amelia
Thermopolis and I am 19 years old. This nonprofit pampers orphans, of all ages, to be

royalty for an entire day. These exceptional individuals deserve an opportunity to
feel important, wanted, and empowered while facing the unthinkable. While I am

entering my 3rd year at Genovia State University, I can’t wait to graduate with my
bachelor’s of arts in political science to continue my passion for helping my

community by serving as a Butte County Ambassador. Through this position, I intend
on establishing policies and legislations regarding gender equality in any workplace.

In the meantime, I am an avid rock climber, dart throwing painter, and world
traveler. My favorite place to travel thus far is to Genovia’s Winter Castle in the

Mountains of Libbet where, during a Genovian parliament session, I found my love
for debating policies, public speaking, and serving others. I will leave you with a

quote by Ghandhi , “The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of
others.” Thank you.
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“My favorite baseball player, Babe Ruth, once said, “Never let the fear of striking
out keep you from playing the game.” 

 Hello fellow fair goers, my name is Sam Charming and I’m 15 years old. A quick fun
fact about me is that I love baseball. I have been playing the sport since little

league. My dad, Hal, taught me how to play. I love the thrill of scoring a homerun
and creating new friendships with my teammates. Last year, I won the most

homeruns in a season and MVP. It was even my first year playing for a team in Butte
County. I grew up in Southern California until my family and I moved to Butte City

two years ago. I just started my sophomore year at Butte High School and I am
counting down the days until baseball season begins. In the meantime, I volunteer at

my dad’s diner by washing dishes and busing tables. My Dad’s Diner is one of my
favorite places. It is always filled with smiling faces and of course really great food. I

hope I can attend Princeton one day to major in Business so I can take over our
family diner! My sponsors tonight are Flower Pot Flowers and Gifts, Feather River

Four Wheel Drive and Auto Service, T’s Creations, and Hal’s Diner. Remember, I am
Sam Charming and I hope you enjoy the rest of your time at the Butte County Fair.

Thank you.”
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Presentation of Skills Example
Ariel demonstrates how to properly set a dinner table for a formal dining
event. She uses velcro to attach plastic silverware to her poster board.

While demonstrating this skill, she explains the importance of proper table
settings.

Jason dances to his favorite song.
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Presentation of Skills Example
Mikey displays a magic trick for the

audience.

S-C-H-O-L-S-C-H-O-L-
A-R-S-H-I-PA-R-S-H-I-P

Julia put 50 words in a bowl. She has the outgoing
queen randomly select four words out of the bowl.

Julia must spell each word on the stage.
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Stage Layout

1- Pause here

2- Stop here, wait for Microphone

3- Stop, Speak, Wait for microphone   

    to be taken, pivots

4- Pause

5-  Pause, wave as you leave
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Approximately 14' performance area 
Approximately 25'  performance area 



Missette Scoring Rubric
Miss Butte County Management reserves the right to make

modifications to final scoring rubrics.

judging is subjective, and results will vary from judge to judge

Poise, Posture, Personal Presentation
Confidence
Quality of Answers
Personality

1-5 points
1-10 points
1-15 points
1-10 points
Total Possible : 40 points/judge

All-or-Nothing

Creativity and Content of Personality Speech
Stage Presence, Composure, and Confidence
Contestant’s Ability to Engage with Audience
Contestants Personality through Personality Speech
Age Appropriateness

All-or-Nothing

Stage Presence and Confidence
Diction
Content of answer
Age Appropriateness

Personal Score

1-10 points
1-10 points
1-5 points
1-10 points
1-5 points
Total Possible : 40 points/judge

1-10 points
1-5 points
1-15 points
1-5 points

Total Possible : 35 points/judge

Total Possible : 20 points

Total Possible : 10 points

Total Possible : 10 points
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Miss Teen Scoring Rubric
Miss Butte County Management reserves the right to make

modifications to final scoring rubrics.

judging is subjective, and results will vary from judge to judge

Poise, Posture, Personal Presentation
Confidence
Quality of Answers
Personality

1-5 points
1-15 points
1-20 points
1-10 points
Total Possible : 50 points/judge

All-or-Nothing

Creativity and Content of Personality Speech
Stage Presence, Composure, and Confidence
Contestant’s Ability to Engage with Audience
Contestants Personality through Personality Speech
Age Appropriateness

All-or-Nothing

Stage Presence and Confidence
Diction
Content of answer
Age Appropriateness

Personal Score

1-15 points
1-15 points
1-5 points
1-10 points
1-5 points
Total Possible : 50 points/judge

1-15 points
1-10 points
1-20 points
1-5 points

Total Possible : 50 points/judge

Total Possible : 60 points

Total Possible : 15 points

Total Possible : 10 points
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Miss/Ambassador Scoring Rubric
Miss Butte County director reserves the right to make modifications

to final scoring rubrics.

judging is subjective, and results will vary from judge to judge.

Poise, Posture, Personal Presentation
Confidence
Quality of Answers
Personality
Passion of Topics

1-10 points
1-15 points
1-20 points
1-15 points
1-10 points
Total Possible : 70 points/judge

All-or-Nothing Resume
All-or-Nothing Service Platform

Creativity and Content of Personality Speech
Stage Presence, Composure, and Confidence
Contestant’s Ability to Engage with Audience
Contestants Personality through Personality Speech
Age Appropriateness
Diction

All-or-Nothing

Stage Presence and Confidence
Diction
Content of answer
Age Appropriateness
Passion of Topic
Use of examples/personal experiences

Personal Score

1-20 points
1-15 points
1-10 points
1-15 points
1-5 points
1-5 points
Total Possible : 70 points/judge

1-15 points
1-15 points
1-20 points
1-5 points
1-5 points
1-10 points
Total Possible : 70 points/judge

Total Possible : 80 points

Total Possible : 15 points
Total Possible : 15 points

Total Possible : 10 points
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Orientation Attire Examples
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