
 

 

The "Side Hustle" of 2026: Why Automated Micro-Retail Is Outperforming 

Fort Collins, CO – The "Side Hustle" of 2026 is defined by a move toward total automation. Healthy 
Smart Mart™, a pioneer in unattended retail, proves why automated micro-retail outperforms 
traditional franchises and gig-economy roles in scalability and net profitability. 

As the global economy shifts how individuals generate wealth, Healthy Smart Mart™  leads with a lean, 
efficient alternative to high-labor business models. This era marks the evolution of the Great 
Resignation into the Great Diversification of income. 

Rather than changing jobs, the modern workforce is diversifying earnings across multiple automated 
streams. Healthy Smart Mart’s™ systems allow these income architects to move away from 
labor-intensive storefronts in favor of tech-driven assets generating professional-grade revenue with 
as little as one to two hours of weekly maintenance. 

This model's success is a response to business investors seeking insulation from economic volatility. 
Unlike traditional food service franchises that often require 80-hour workweeks and complex staffing, 
Healthy Smart Mart™  is designed for the modern investor prioritizing time freedom. 

By eliminating the need for on-site employees, operators bypass rising labor costs and staffing 
shortages that hamper traditional small businesses. This allows the operator to retain a significantly 
higher percentage of gross profit, leading to an ROI that consistently outpaces legacy vending and 
brick-and-mortar investments. 

Micro-retail is winning because proprietary technology caters to current consumer habits. Modern 
employees demand fresh, healthy food options accessible 24/7. Healthy Smart Mart’s™  open-market 
design allows for a premium inventory mix that traditional, coil-based vending machines cannot 
support. 

The company optimized this model by using a relatively low cost POS (point of sale) including a kiosk 
with built-in scanner and camera. In addition, each location has a proprietary, smartphone-based 
payment application. This innovation increases revenue because users don’t have to wait in line… 
they simply pay with their phone. Each transaction can be handled in two ways including through the 
user’s device, providing a contactless, seamless experience that is now standard. For the operator, this 
technology provides real-time sales data and inventory tracking, ensuring every restocking trip is 
efficient and data-driven. Restocking notifications are automatically sent. The robust reporting 
platform makes operation easy and greatly reduces the owner’s time. 

While most retail automation firms compete for massive corporate centers, Healthy Smart Mart™  
positions operators to dominate locations with 100 to 500 employees. With millions of these locations 
across the United States, operators can secure prime placements with virtually no competition. 



 

 

In 2026, corporate wellness is a strategic necessity for employee retention. Businesses are eager to 
host these micro-markets because they provide an essential amenity at no cost to the employer, while 
improving office morale and productivity. 

Those interested in the micro-retail revolution are encouraged to visit the Healthy Smart Mart™ 
website to explore training and business opportunities. Learn more at healthysmartmart.com. 

About Healthy Smart Mart™ 

Healthy Smart Mart™ offers a premier business opportunity for entrepreneurs ready to enter the micro 
market industry. By transforming traditional workplace break rooms into modern, cashless 
convenience stores, they help operators build profitable businesses. The company provides a proven 
model, innovative technology, and a unique funding program to ensure success. To learn more about 
their funding program, visit their website.  

Bill Way, CEO, is a recognized authority in the field and a number ONE Wall Street Journal bestselling 
author. Most notably, his latest book, Micro Markets - Profit From The Automated Convenience Store 
BOOM! outlines the future of the vending and micro market industry and is the first and ONLY book in 
print on the subject. Mr. Way is available for interviews, which tend to be quite fun and extraordinary. 
For more information, please visit HealthySmartMart.com. 

 

Contact Information 

Name: Bill Way​  

Email: bill@livefree.com 

Phone Number:  970-222-8582 
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