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STAFF SPOTLIGHT

Miss Littleton - 6th Grade Math Teacher

Tell us one of your favorite memories from
your time at GLA.
One of my favorite memories of my time at
GLA was winning GLA Madness! Although it
resulted in myself and Mr. Miller having to get
pied in the face, it was so much fun to see
scholars get excited about their learning and
achievement!

Tell us one of your proudest teacher
moments.
Before this year I was an 8th grade teacher at
GLA, so I always feel incredibly proud at
graduation! Even though I now teach 6th, I
cannot wait to see my 6th graders eventually
make it to graduation as well. It is such a
culmination of all their hard work and
dedication while also celebrating what an

exciting journey ahead of them they have!

What keeps you coming back to GLA every day?
The growth of my students and of myself as a teacher is what keeps me coming back to
GLA! Students reaching goals that they have set for themselves and seeing their hard
work pay off is so rewarding! My students, their families and my fellow staff members
continue to push me to be the best teacher I can be for them and the community we have
built at GLA. I feel as though I have really established my roots here and can't imagine
teaching anywhere else!

Where are you originally from? (If Chicago, tell us what neighborhood!) What do
you love about that place?
I am originally from Novi, Michigan. I love the strong sense of community my hometown
has!

What’s your favorite memory from elementary/middle school?
My favorite memory of elementary school was when we did "mini society". We got to
partner up and create a business where we sold either a good or a service and competed
to make the most money against the other "businesses" in our society. I sold handmade
fleece pillows with my best friend and we made the most money! :D



What’s your favorite thing to do in Chicago?
I love trying new restaurants & coffee shops, going to workout classes, going to concerts
and spending time at the beach/concrete beach!

We all know teaching can be a stressful job! What’s your favorite way to unwind?
My favorite way to unwind is to go to CorePower/Soulcycle or to watch reality TV with my
roommate!

What are your hidden or surprising talents?
I'm a volleyball player! I played travel growing up at the #1 volleyball club in Michigan and
was a state runner-up in high school! I still play now in a beach league!

What’s your dream vacation?
African Safari, Bora Bora or Santorini

PRINCIPAL'S CORNER

Last Friday, we proudly celebrated our graduating 8th graders during Decision Day,
recognizing their hard work and the high schools they will attend this fall. We are thrilled to
share that 50% of our students were accepted to selective or private high schools, with
48% choosing to attend those schools next year — an incredible accomplishment that
reflects years of growth and perseverance.

Decision Day was a joyful moment for students to share their next steps and celebrate
one another. A key focus of the day was the importance of choosing the best fit high
school. Whether selective enrollment, neighborhood, charter, or private, each choice
represents a best fit environment where each student will be supported, challenged, and
set up for success academically, socially, and personally. We are proud of every student
for selecting a pathway aligned with their goals and future aspirations.

We also want to recognize the impact of our partnership with Notre Dame’s LEO Lab and
the Chicago Jesuit Academy High School Bridge Program, which provides students and
families with meaningful guidance and support throughout the high school application
process. Their work continues to reinforce the importance of strong 7th grade
performance as students prepare for high school opportunities. 

We are incredibly proud of the Class of 2026 and cannot wait to see all they accomplish in
this exciting next chapter!

Principal Miller

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS

Reminder: 2026-27 Returning Student Re-Enrollment paperwork is due Thursday,
May 28th.
Re-enrollment paperwork must be completed online and is required to ensure we have the
most accurate and up-to-date information for your student for the 2026-27 school year.
Each student has a personalized re-enrollment link that was emailed to parents/guardians.
Please check your email to retrieve the link and complete the re-enrollment paperwork for
your student(s).
If you have not received the link or have any questions, please contact Ms. Thunherst at
sthunherst@glachicago.org or 773-530-3040.



GLA’s 8th Grade Decision Day Featured on NBC 5 Chicago
Last week, our Class of 2026 celebrated High School Decision Day — an exciting Great
Lakes Academy tradition where graduating scholars announce where they’ll continue their
educational journey. We’re also excited to share that NBC5 Chicago featured this special
celebration and highlighted an incredible accomplishment: 50% of our graduating eighth
grade scholars earned acceptance into selective public and private high schools
across Chicagoland. You can watch the segment HERE! We are incredibly proud of our
scholars for their hard work and determination and grateful to our families and staff for the
support that helped make these achievements possible. Be sure to watch the NBC5 story
and join us in celebrating our students’ bright futures! 💙💛

Kindergarten Moving Up & 8th Grade Graduation Tickets
Tickets for the Kindergarten Moving Up Ceremony and 8th Grade Graduation are
available for pick up at the Front Desk. Please pick up any tickets prior to June 1st. For
questions, reach out to Ms. O’Leary (coleary@glachicago.org)

8th Grade Spirit Week: 06/01-06/05

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

📣 Help Us Spread the Word, GLA Families!
Applications for the upcoming school year are now open at Great Lakes Academy,
and there’s no better recommendation than one from our current families! 💙💛

If you love the GLA experience, tell your friends, family, neighbors, and coworkers
about our amazing school community. From strong academics and year-round
support to a culture that empowers scholars to thrive, we’re proud to offer an
education where the best is truly in your backyard.

✨ Now enrolling Kindergarten–8th Grade

📍 8401 S. Saginaw Ave., Chicago, IL 60617

📞 (773) 530-3040

🌐 www.glachicago.org
Thank you for being our biggest ambassadors!

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1L-qOGhyVyevY3r1MOGn93mrVoy1l440J/view?usp=sharing
mailto:coleary@glachicago.org
http://www.glachicago.org/


PAC Meeting



We invite all GLA families to be a part of our Parent Advocacy Committee — a space
where parents and caregivers can share ideas, discuss family needs, and help strengthen
our school community. Together, we can advocate for resources and opportunities that
support every scholar’s success.

Meeting: May 20, 2026
Time: 5:00 PM – 6:30 PM
In Person or via Google Meet

Refreshments and childcare will be provided!

Scan the QR code on the flyer to register and learn more. We look forward to partnering
with you to make Great Lakes Academy even stronger!



Free Summer Meals
You can access free meals over the summer/after school has ended! Information on
where you can access these free meals is posted on our website and below.

Link to summer meal finder tool from USDA: https://www.fns.usda.gov/meals4kids
Link to Summer Meal Finder for Illinois: http://summerfeedingillinois.org/
You can also call 800-359-2163 or text FOODIL or COMIDASIL to 304304 to find a
summer feeding location.

Please note this non-discrimination statement.

Looking Ahead: SY2026-27 Calendar 
As we continue through the current school year, we’re excited to share a preview of next
year’s school calendar to support your long-term planning. We hope this early look helps
your family stay organized and prepared.

As you review the calendar, please take note of several important dates: 
K-1 First Day of School: Friday, August 14th
2-8th Graders First Day of School: Monday, August 17th
Wellness Days (No School): Monday, October 19th & Friday, April 9th and
April 30th
Last Day of School: Friday, June 4th
Kinder Moving Up Ceremony/8th Grade Graduation: Friday, June 4th

These key milestones will help guide your planning for the year ahead, from the first days
of school through to the final celebrations. We encourage all families to review the full
calendar and mark these dates in advance. While we still have much to look forward to
this school year, we’re already planning ahead and look forward to another great year
together.

ABC Countdown to Summer!

1. Wednesday, April 29th begins our ABC countdown to Summer! Please see the
attached document for each celebration day. Please note: A star* indicates an in
uniform day and a heart* indicates a dress down day- for the theme only.

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://44gnstzab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yGfzpzBH5OVDCsm8gmwCXpSpQfTunFfKf7tFbGOBi2AL75hUnWC7liGHeUck629JavkJRWSWSSYZNxxX1ZZMmx2nb4oSFVyksbbASEpAqKKn_7KK5BDzr47Kto4PAWJQHCgz6IUH9FyC3VxUalL0KbsBeaQZxTIwqEFaaxUaJMI-J-KYNzXeo0b0xYV6UeDW&c=&ch=___.YzJ1OmdyZWF0bGFrZXNhY2FkZW15Y2hhcnRlcnNjaG9vbDpjOmc6MDQ0NTVjYWZhZjUyZDdmOGY0ZGViODlkZmJmODZlMWY6NzowNTNkOmUxNjUxMjVkMjE5NTU0MGU2YThjMDgxMzVjMjk1ZDM2MjRjZjA3NWIwZWYzMzAwMTFhMDljN2I1ZTc4YzMyMjM6aDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://44gnstzab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yGfzpzBH5OVDCsm8gmwCXpSpQfTunFfKf7tFbGOBi2AL75hUnWC7lnO5h94Lcecu_Y_ruQvsEteWXmWI4uXXU2Gr04OaCuAU16xgG2u4dcaOe7Ye_S5pLZkmoV_wvc-Tu1bGjf3uVi2Ia0V5mAfVJPYznxy9uvbfz_w-NVhMlZY=&c=&ch=___.YzJ1OmdyZWF0bGFrZXNhY2FkZW15Y2hhcnRlcnNjaG9vbDpjOmc6MDQ0NTVjYWZhZjUyZDdmOGY0ZGViODlkZmJmODZlMWY6NzpmMjlhOjAxOTczNDZkMjE2NDZmNTk2MDY1MDc0NDg4ZmM4YWZlNTI3YzJkYWI1NzU1ZTc1ZTFhNTNlMjVlOWQ2NGUzN2E6aDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://44gnstzab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yGfzpzBH5OVDCsm8gmwCXpSpQfTunFfKf7tFbGOBi2AL75hUnWC7lnO5h94LcecuMnvlROo41Je13ff-iL7xQ0UZcPFtVN0Nqh_YAqvJeC94ubWgfkJhGOT939TtZmLqrSvwoveMLo7k04pHhmuUB3QNocnLOdbZ&c=&ch=___.YzJ1OmdyZWF0bGFrZXNhY2FkZW15Y2hhcnRlcnNjaG9vbDpjOmc6MDQ0NTVjYWZhZjUyZDdmOGY0ZGViODlkZmJmODZlMWY6NzoxMGYwOmRmMzY5MjA2ZjkxZmM2NjNhZDRiNzI0ZjMxNDk0ZWIxNzc0ZjA5NTZmOWYyOGI0M2JmMzFkOWQ5YTlhMTkxOTc6aDpUOkY
https://www.fns.usda.gov/civil-rights/nds#:~:text=In%20accordance%20with%20federal%20civil,disability%2C%20age%2C%20or%20reprisal%20or
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tLW4TK8j2FmCeF8bkE6DT4F5Oc0VSRV8/view?usp=sharing


Summer Programming at GLA!

The GLA Summer Program will run from June 22nd to July 17th. All programming will take
place Monday-Friday (exception July 3rd - building closed for July 4th holiday observance)
for current K-7th graders.

The deadline to sign-up is Monday, May 25th. Click here to enroll!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScYimvzYMgvwm3rw96U1sohCdaThDpF9ZFa-PyNt6NRF4Kt7A/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=102946100492780898540


The following options are available for enrollment:
K-2nd AM/PM Enrichment Camp (8:30 am - 4:00 pm)
3rd-4th S.M.A.R.T Summer Camp (8:30 am - 4:00 pm)
5th-7th S.M.A.R.T Summer Camp (8:30 am - 4:00 pm)

Each program is $400 per student. 

If you have any questions, please contact Ms. O’Leary (coleary@glachicago.org) or Dr.
Beck (sbeck@glachicago.org) 

2025-26 School Calendar
The 2025-26 school calendar has been posted to GLA’s website. Please view it here.

School Year Office Hours
Monday-Thursday, 7:30-4:30 pm
Friday, 7:30-2:00 pm

Summer Office Hours
Monday-Friday, 8:00-2:30 pm

GLA Breakfast, Lunch, and Supper Menus
Access April’s Breakfast, Lunch, and Supper menus here (these are also linked on our
website’s Parent and Student Resource Page)

mailto:coleary@glachicago.org
mailto:sbeck@glachicago.org
https://static.mywebsites360.com/ad608a54ef4245739500f36903a667ad/r/e32690ca1f224113a0106a8dc35c095d/1/GLA_2025-26%20Annual%20School%20Calendar.xlsx%20-%20GLA%20Family%20Facing%20Calendar%20%281%29.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ns7kThPlLXDCPdvsiRYS51F4BDmwNXiw/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gfy4w7fuAGoHN9tVTzg5EBar7HKs0zBD/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hMQ_gg0NU4q72UHr7QkA0RQNydATakIt/view?usp=sharing
https://glachicago.org/parent-and-student-resources
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