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STAFF SPOTLIGHT

Ms. Belt - 5th Grade Math Teacher

Tell us one of your favorite memories from
your time at GLA.
One of my favorite memories from GLA would
be being able to see my students flourish not
only in my math class, but also as their
educational career continues onward past 5th
grade.

Tell us one of your proudest teacher
moments.
One of my proudest teacher moments would
have to be receiving letters from students and
parents alike about how much they appreciate
the work that I do as a teacher and how I
inspire their students to want to follow their
dreams! It means a lot to students when they

have people who identify with them doing what they hope to do when they’re adults.

What keeps you coming back to GLA every day?
Seeing my former students flourish will always keep me coming back every day! A lot of
my first class has already started asking for letters of recommendation and being able to
be part of their journey all of these years have truly been a blessing. A lot of students grow
their confidence within their knowledge in 5th grade, so being part of that atmosphere
throughout the school year is also something to look forward to every day as well.

What’s your favorite memory from elementary/middle school?
My favorite memory would have to be the culture of the school within itself. We had
monthly assemblies where I participated as a cheer leader, annual World Cultural
Festivals, being part of a Chicago-Wide competition called Dancing With The Class, and
so much more.

What’s your favorite thing to do in Chicago?
My favorite thing to do in Chicago is spend time with family and if not, then I'm exploring
parts of the city in order to witness and understand the different cultures that make
Chicago so great!

We all know teaching can be a stressful job! What’s your favorite way to unwind?



My favorite way to unwind is allowing my creative side to take the lead in terms of drawing
and creative writing, but I also love sitting back and watching anime!

What’s your dream vacation?
My dream vacation would be traveling to Japan so that I may visit the Red Panda
Sanctuary!!!

PRINCIPAL'S CORNER

GLA proudly hosted our annual K–4 Art Show, welcoming students and families for a joyful
celebration of creativity. The exhibit showcased a range of drawings, paintings, and
projects highlighting students’ imagination, and artistic skills throughout the year. Students
were excited to share their work, and families loved seeing the incredible creativity on
display in students’ art work.

The show also featured Roots and Wishes, an interactive installation inspired by Yoko
Ono’s Wish Trees, where students, staff, and families shared their hopes and dreams.
This was one of many highlights of the Art Show as it created a beautiful collective
reflection of our community.

Additionally, we were thrilled to host our 5th–8th grade PTDYA Showcase. Students
confidently took the stage and delivered engaging performances. They shared their work
in ways that brought joy to the audience and reflected their growth.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to all the families and community members who came out
to support our students. Your presence made these events even more meaningful.

A special thank you to Ms. Paull for making the K–4 Art Show so special, and to PTDYA
for leading and supporting our 5th–8th grade performances. At GLA, we are proud to
value the arts and their impact on students’ academic and emotional growth.

Principal Miller

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS



Looking Ahead: SY2026-27 Calendar 
As we continue through the current school year, we’re excited to share a preview of next
year’s school calendar to support your long-term planning. We hope this early look helps
your family stay organized and prepared.

As you review the calendar, please take note of several important dates: 
K-1 First Day of School: Friday, August 14th
2-8th Graders First Day of School: Monday, August 17th
Wellness Days (No School): Monday, October 19th & Friday, April 9th and
April 30th
Last Day of School: Friday, June 4th
Kinder Moving Up Ceremony/8th Grade Graduation: Friday, June 4th

These key milestones will help guide your planning for the year ahead, from the first days
of school through to the final celebrations. We encourage all families to review the full
calendar and mark these dates in advance. While we still have much to look forward to
this school year, we’re already planning ahead and look forward to another great year
together.

ABC Countdown to Summer!

1. Wednesday, April 29th begins our ABC countdown to Summer! Please see the
attached document for each celebration day. Please note: A star* indicates an in
uniform day and a heart* indicates a dress down day- for the theme only.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tLW4TK8j2FmCeF8bkE6DT4F5Oc0VSRV8/view?usp=sharing


Sunset Bash! 05/15
5th-8th Graders are invited to the final dance of the school year - the Sunset Bash! Join us
from 5:30pm-7:30pm on Friday, May 15th for music, photo booths, a raffle, and more! First
50 scholars will earn a special prize!

Requirements:
Marking Period = 05/04-05/14

0 Referrals
< or = 2 Resets
< or = 3 Absences 

Guardians will be notified on May 14th if their scholar is ineligible.



Book Blast at GLA!
We’re excited to partner with Books Are Fun and the Book Blast program to grow our
students’ home libraries and encourage more reading over screen time! We’re asking you
to take 7 minutes to support your Student Home Library initiative.

Get started here: https://app.booksarefun.com/GreatLakesACS60617

How it works: 

1. Click the link and register your student(s).
2. Invite at least 10 friends or family to support your student(s). (Info is secure and

only used for this program.)

Win a trip to Disney!

https://app.booksarefun.com/GreatLakesACS60617


Each supporter who clicks your student’s link earns an entry for a chance to win a
Disney trip. More clicks = more entries! For example, if five different people click the
link, your family gets five entries into the drawing!
Pro Tip: After sending invitations, follow up with a phone call to make sure they
received the message.

Perks: 
Every student gets new, age-appropriate books.
100% of contributions go to books and classroom supplies.
Takes less than 10 minutes and NO financial requirement from you. 

More books at home = more reading! We’re aiming for 100% participation.

For questions, email Ms. O’Leary (coleary@glachicago.org)

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

GLA Takes Over Chicago Sky! 🏀

Join Great Lakes Academy for a fun night out as we cheer on the Chicago Sky!

Wednesday, April 29, 2026
Game Time: 5:30 PM
Location: Wintrust Arena

Ticket Package ($55) includes:
Lower level seats
30-minute pregame workout experience

Only 40 tickets available – first come, first served!
Get your tickets:
https://tinyurl.com/BeGreatSKY26

Let’s show our GLA spirit and enjoy this special community experience together! 💙💛

mailto:coleary@glachicago.org
https://tinyurl.com/BeGreatSKY26


Staff Appreciation Week: May 4th-8th
Staff Appreciation Week is May 4–8! As we celebrate and recognize our staff, we invite
families to join us in showing appreciation in a few meaningful ways:

Gift Giving: We have included a Staff Favorites Gift Guide to help you select
something special your student’s teacher or staff will enjoy. If a staff member’s
name is not on the list, they did not submit answers.
Messages of Appreciation: We have created an appreciation form for families to
share kind words, notes of gratitude, or thank-you messages. These will be
delivered to staff during Staff Appreciation Week. If you would like to include a
message, please submit by Wednesday, April 29th. 

Your support and recognition mean so much and help make this week special for our staff.
Thank you for partnering with us to celebrate all they do for our students and families!

Ebonie Durham, Executive Director x Charter School Insider Podcast 
“Schools are human development spaces—not just academic centers.”

We’re proud to share that our Executive Director, Ebonie Durham, is featured on the
Charter School Insider Podcast in an episode titled “From Vision to Village: Building
Partnerships that Drive Student Support.”

In this conversation, she shares how Great Lakes Academy is working with partners to
support the whole child—from behavioral health to nutrition and community-based
services—so students have what they need to truly thrive. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mUEvld5SwK1t7DEHBD4S-kEuppU-8ghWTUMow0a0tNM/edit?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/JuEdhwLev1tvTvCw7


Full episode available now:
Spotify | Apple Podcasts | Amazon Music | YouTube
Listen here: https://bit.ly/47TFUjY  

Mental Health First Aid- Adult Blended
Mental Health First Aid (MHFA) is an evidence-based training program that teaches
people how to identify, understand, and respond to signs of mental health or substance
use challenges. Similar to traditional CPR, it provides skills to offer initial support to
someone in crisis until professional help arrives. MHFA is designed for anyone, including
employers, school staff, faith communities, and the public, to build stronger, more
supportive communities.

When: Saturday, May 2nd, from 9:00-3:00 at GLA
Sign up here to attend for free by 4.30.26 Adult Mental Health First Aid -May 2nd
Once you sign up, you will receive an email from Mental Health First Aid
Connect to complete the 2-hour online pre-work.
Questions: Contact Ms. Melissa, mstangl@glachicago.org

The BE GREAT Lighthouse Alumni Scholarship
We are proud to introduce the Be Great Lighthouse Alumni Scholarship, a $5,000 award
created to honor and support Great Lakes Academy’s inaugural graduating class of 2022.
This scholarship celebrates academic achievement, resilience, and leadership while
continuing our commitment to investing in your future success. As our scholars transition
through high school and beyond, we remain dedicated to being a beacon of opportunity
every step of the way.

One deserving scholar will be selected to receive this award. The application deadline is
Monday, April 27, 2026 at 9:00 AM. Please see the attached flyer for full details and
application access or click this link.
If you have any questions, feel free to reach out to Mrs. Long (ylong@glachicago.org). We
can’t wait to celebrate the continued success of our Beacons.

https://bit.ly/47TFUjY
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfrc5BI1tBEQYQukeMdE7ip9q2Nt5u8L1W1SiHVE7MYjRq3WQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=109565645656323273380
mailto:mstangl@glachicago.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_sgtrT_PySvYz3w3jja43UH9wM8A_jqo-c0LapZRMSdB45g/viewform?usp=header


Summer Programming at GLA!

The GLA Summer Program will run from June 22nd to July 17th. All programming will take
place Monday-Friday (exception July 3rd - building closed for July 4th holiday observance)
for current K-7th graders.

The deadline to sign-up is Monday, May 25th. Click here to enroll!
The following options are available for enrollment:

K-2nd AM/PM Enrichment Camp (8:30 am - 4:00 pm)

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScYimvzYMgvwm3rw96U1sohCdaThDpF9ZFa-PyNt6NRF4Kt7A/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=102946100492780898540


3rd-4th S.M.A.R.T Summer Camp (8:30 am - 4:00 pm)
5th-7th S.M.A.R.T Summer Camp (8:30 am - 4:00 pm)

Each program is $400 per student. 

If you have any questions, please contact Ms. O’Leary (coleary@glachicago.org) or Dr.
Beck (sbeck@glachicago.org) 

You’re Invited: 11th Annual Be Great Benefit
Please join us on Thursday, May 7th for the 11th Annual Be Great Benefit in support of
Great Lakes Academy. Hosted from 6 - 9 pm at the Chicago History Museum, this exciting
evening will bring together community leaders, supporters, and friends for a memorable
night of fun and giving. Guests will enjoy access to the Chicago History Museum exhibits,
open bar, dinner, and a silent auction all while supporting the continued success of Great
Lakes Academy scholars. Tickets are $250 and tables of 10 are $2,500 and can be
purchased here: https://bit.ly/47ge4he

Can’t make it but still want to support our scholars? You can make a donation here:
https://glachicago.org/donate

We hope you will join us for a great night in support of our scholars.

Race to 10 is On!
Race to 10 Heat 6 is very close to having a winner! As of 4/27, Homerooms Chicago
State and Purdue were tied for 8 days! Each day your student arrives at school and
on time, their class moves one step closer to winning a free field trip of their choice.
Attendance really makes a difference, so we encourage all families to help students
be here every day and ready to learn. 

Parents win too! Families whose students participate will be entered into a parent
raffle for two gas cards. Thank you for helping your student and their class stay in
the race!

mailto:coleary@glachicago.org
mailto:sbeck@glachicago.org
https://44gnstzab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019VfIMCFC5qEZmTifrCoAK6N1LTZ7FRPpHvF98AlcJqO9u1qyXriKC8DxvuceqSVYCbH-k3LJikriCTenaunsc9EA8NbN8pmCII-ksWdZQmQ3JSytYuaOlal2MzNmr66Ta3PPqgv7JXcIYpK88OqGlg==&c=UX-WMLPXmQzQmHYFPPzIN5L8dNPT-rkA6T9lYSyZX2T8Z2ZE3_g7Tg==&ch=g5RLQbTTqufrLAexbxGkfD_TqhSXshIxTVuE6TaaElIHUm5IPDomCg==
https://44gnstzab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019VfIMCFC5qEZmTifrCoAK6N1LTZ7FRPpHvF98AlcJqO9u1qyXriKC88kcgX3JhEEAfqMu6y97ZAEqm0HrSqrh3Uo90djLzROiN4ZWQDvMzXYTnufIDmef0wPpD-eP4ksqLjC2GYvcbBseuIzU_H_zSMX4nM8FNrf&c=UX-WMLPXmQzQmHYFPPzIN5L8dNPT-rkA6T9lYSyZX2T8Z2ZE3_g7Tg==&ch=g5RLQbTTqufrLAexbxGkfD_TqhSXshIxTVuE6TaaElIHUm5IPDomCg==


Team Illinois Youth Police Camp
A free summer camp will take place June 21–27 at Lewis University for boys and girls
ages 13–17.
This is a highly structured, paramilitary-style team-building camp focused on leadership,
discipline, and growth.

Applications are due May 9, 2026. Limited spots available. TIYPC Mission & Goals
2026 TIYPC Cadet Application (2).pdf If you have any questions, you can contact Trooper
Duane Chappell (312)-630-417-5892 or email:duane.chappell@illinois.gov

2025-26 School Calendar
The 2025-26 school calendar has been posted to GLA’s website. Please view it here.

School Year Office Hours
Monday-Thursday, 7:30-4:30 pm
Friday, 7:30-2:00 pm

GLA Breakfast, Lunch, and Supper Menus
Access April’s Breakfast, Lunch, and Supper menus here (these are also linked on our
website’s Parent and Student Resource Page)

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1s3tDZSm08ray_kQn_eHg-174hYVTfBfj/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1am-EwtYmwElu37GVHU0y4KP8E6zH_d0C/view?usp=sharing
https://static.mywebsites360.com/ad608a54ef4245739500f36903a667ad/r/e32690ca1f224113a0106a8dc35c095d/1/GLA_2025-26%20Annual%20School%20Calendar.xlsx%20-%20GLA%20Family%20Facing%20Calendar%20%281%29.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ns7kThPlLXDCPdvsiRYS51F4BDmwNXiw/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gfy4w7fuAGoHN9tVTzg5EBar7HKs0zBD/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hMQ_gg0NU4q72UHr7QkA0RQNydATakIt/view?usp=sharing
https://glachicago.org/parent-and-student-resources
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