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STAFF SPOTLIGHT

Ms. O'Leary - Student Programs
Coordinator

Tell us one of your favorite memories from
your time at GLA.
One of my favorite moments during my time at
GLA is High School Decision Day every year.
It is so exciting to celebrate where each 8th
Grader will be attending High School! Students
work so hard during their time at GLA to put
their best foot forward during the application
process, and Decision Day is the best
opportunity to celebrate just how far they have
come!

What made you want to become a teacher
(or what made you want to work in a school)?
I was interested in working in the After-School Enrichment space due to the many, many
activities I was a part of when I was growing up. I loved being involved in my school
community and getting to try new things. If there was a sport or a club I could try, I did it! I
tried things like karate, soccer, French Club, figure skating, drawing, and so many more.
While I wasn't always great at the things I tried, I still loved being able to learn new things.
After-School Enrichments taught me that life is not always being the best at something,
but about putting yourself out there!

Where are you originally from? (If Chicago, tell us what neighborhood!) What do
you love about that place?
I am from a small suburb outside of San Francisco, CA but I have been living in Chicago
for the last 5 years! I've lived in a few different neighborhoods, but I love being close to the
Lake, trying new restaurants, and hanging out with my friends!

We all know teaching can be a stressful job! What’s your favorite way to unwind?
My favorite thing to do after school is yoga!

What’s your dream vacation?
My dream vacation is to go to Greece and I am so excited that I'll be making that dream a
reality once school is out this year!

PRINCIPAL'S CORNER



Dear Parents and Guardians,

As we look ahead to the end of the school year and summer programming, we would like
to remind families that students’ projected summer school status was shared during
Quarter 3 Parent-Teacher Conferences.

Please keep in mind that these placements are subject to change based on final academic
performance and assessment results. Students in grades K–4 will complete end-of-year
assessments in the last two weeks of May, while students in grades 5–8 should continue
working to maintain grades above a D in all classes.

Final grades and assessment data will determine whether students are required to attend
summer school, and some students’ current status may change before final notifications
are sent.

Administration will continue follow-up communication over the next two weeks regarding
student status and next steps.

Thank you for your continued partnership and support as we finish the school year strong.

Principal Miller

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS

📣 Help Us Spread the Word, GLA Families!
Applications for the upcoming school year are now open at Great Lakes Academy,
and there’s no better recommendation than one from our current families! 💙💛

If you love the GLA experience, tell your friends, family, neighbors, and coworkers
about our amazing school community. From strong academics and year-round
support to a culture that empowers scholars to thrive, we’re proud to offer an
education where the best is truly in your backyard.

✨ Now enrolling Kindergarten–8th Grade

📍 8401 S. Saginaw Ave., Chicago, IL 60617

📞 (773) 530-3040

🌐 www.glachicago.org
Thank you for being our biggest ambassadors!

http://www.glachicago.org/


Spring Book Fair: 5/11-5/15

Spring book fair will be here next week!
Parents and Families are invited to attend Tuesday, 5/12 from 3:30-4:30pm.
Students will attend with their homerooms on the following days:



PAC Meeting



We invite all GLA families to be a part of our Parent Advocacy Committee — a space
where parents and caregivers can share ideas, discuss family needs, and help strengthen
our school community. Together, we can advocate for resources and opportunities that
support every scholar’s success.

Meeting: May 20, 2026
Time: 5:00 PM – 6:30 PM
In Person or via Google Meet

Refreshments and childcare will be provided!

Scan the QR code on the flyer to register and learn more. We look forward to partnering
with you to make Great Lakes Academy even stronger!



GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Free Summer Meals
You can access free meals over the summer/after school has ended! Information on
where you can access these free meals is posted on our website and below.

Link to summer meal finder tool from USDA: https://www.fns.usda.gov/meals4kids
Link to Summer Meal Finder for Illinois: http://summerfeedingillinois.org/
You can also call 800-359-2163 or text FOODIL or COMIDASIL to 304304 to find a
summer feeding location.

Please note this non-discrimination statement.

Looking Ahead: SY2026-27 Calendar 
As we continue through the current school year, we’re excited to share a preview of next
year’s school calendar to support your long-term planning. We hope this early look helps
your family stay organized and prepared.

As you review the calendar, please take note of several important dates: 
K-1 First Day of School: Friday, August 14th
2-8th Graders First Day of School: Monday, August 17th
Wellness Days (No School): Monday, October 19th & Friday, April 9th and
April 30th
Last Day of School: Friday, June 4th
Kinder Moving Up Ceremony/8th Grade Graduation: Friday, June 4th

These key milestones will help guide your planning for the year ahead, from the first days
of school through to the final celebrations. We encourage all families to review the full
calendar and mark these dates in advance. While we still have much to look forward to
this school year, we’re already planning ahead and look forward to another great year
together.

ABC Countdown to Summer!

1. Wednesday, April 29th begins our ABC countdown to Summer! Please see the
attached document for each celebration day. Please note: A star* indicates an in
uniform day and a heart* indicates a dress down day- for the theme only.

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://44gnstzab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yGfzpzBH5OVDCsm8gmwCXpSpQfTunFfKf7tFbGOBi2AL75hUnWC7liGHeUck629JavkJRWSWSSYZNxxX1ZZMmx2nb4oSFVyksbbASEpAqKKn_7KK5BDzr47Kto4PAWJQHCgz6IUH9FyC3VxUalL0KbsBeaQZxTIwqEFaaxUaJMI-J-KYNzXeo0b0xYV6UeDW&c=&ch=___.YzJ1OmdyZWF0bGFrZXNhY2FkZW15Y2hhcnRlcnNjaG9vbDpjOmc6MDQ0NTVjYWZhZjUyZDdmOGY0ZGViODlkZmJmODZlMWY6NzowNTNkOmUxNjUxMjVkMjE5NTU0MGU2YThjMDgxMzVjMjk1ZDM2MjRjZjA3NWIwZWYzMzAwMTFhMDljN2I1ZTc4YzMyMjM6aDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://44gnstzab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yGfzpzBH5OVDCsm8gmwCXpSpQfTunFfKf7tFbGOBi2AL75hUnWC7lnO5h94Lcecu_Y_ruQvsEteWXmWI4uXXU2Gr04OaCuAU16xgG2u4dcaOe7Ye_S5pLZkmoV_wvc-Tu1bGjf3uVi2Ia0V5mAfVJPYznxy9uvbfz_w-NVhMlZY=&c=&ch=___.YzJ1OmdyZWF0bGFrZXNhY2FkZW15Y2hhcnRlcnNjaG9vbDpjOmc6MDQ0NTVjYWZhZjUyZDdmOGY0ZGViODlkZmJmODZlMWY6NzpmMjlhOjAxOTczNDZkMjE2NDZmNTk2MDY1MDc0NDg4ZmM4YWZlNTI3YzJkYWI1NzU1ZTc1ZTFhNTNlMjVlOWQ2NGUzN2E6aDpUOkY
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://44gnstzab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001yGfzpzBH5OVDCsm8gmwCXpSpQfTunFfKf7tFbGOBi2AL75hUnWC7lnO5h94LcecuMnvlROo41Je13ff-iL7xQ0UZcPFtVN0Nqh_YAqvJeC94ubWgfkJhGOT939TtZmLqrSvwoveMLo7k04pHhmuUB3QNocnLOdbZ&c=&ch=___.YzJ1OmdyZWF0bGFrZXNhY2FkZW15Y2hhcnRlcnNjaG9vbDpjOmc6MDQ0NTVjYWZhZjUyZDdmOGY0ZGViODlkZmJmODZlMWY6NzoxMGYwOmRmMzY5MjA2ZjkxZmM2NjNhZDRiNzI0ZjMxNDk0ZWIxNzc0ZjA5NTZmOWYyOGI0M2JmMzFkOWQ5YTlhMTkxOTc6aDpUOkY
https://www.fns.usda.gov/civil-rights/nds#:~:text=In%20accordance%20with%20federal%20civil,disability%2C%20age%2C%20or%20reprisal%20or
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tLW4TK8j2FmCeF8bkE6DT4F5Oc0VSRV8/view?usp=sharing


Sunset Bash! 05/15
5th-8th Graders are invited to the final dance of the school year - the Sunset Bash! Join us
from 5:30pm-7:30pm on Friday, May 15th for music, photo booths, a raffle, and more! First
50 scholars will earn a special prize!

Requirements:
Marking Period = 05/04-05/14

0 Referrals
< or = 2 Resets
< or = 3 Absences 

Guardians will be notified on May 14th if their scholar is ineligible.



Summer Programming at GLA!

The GLA Summer Program will run from June 22nd to July 17th. All programming will take
place Monday-Friday (exception July 3rd - building closed for July 4th holiday observance)
for current K-7th graders.



The deadline to sign-up is Monday, May 25th. Click here to enroll!
The following options are available for enrollment:

K-2nd AM/PM Enrichment Camp (8:30 am - 4:00 pm)
3rd-4th S.M.A.R.T Summer Camp (8:30 am - 4:00 pm)
5th-7th S.M.A.R.T Summer Camp (8:30 am - 4:00 pm)

Each program is $400 per student. 

If you have any questions, please contact Ms. O’Leary (coleary@glachicago.org) or Dr.
Beck (sbeck@glachicago.org) 

2025-26 School Calendar
The 2025-26 school calendar has been posted to GLA’s website. Please view it here.

School Year Office Hours
Monday-Thursday, 7:30-4:30 pm
Friday, 7:30-2:00 pm

GLA Breakfast, Lunch, and Supper Menus
Access April’s Breakfast, Lunch, and Supper menus here (these are also linked on our
website’s Parent and Student Resource Page)

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScYimvzYMgvwm3rw96U1sohCdaThDpF9ZFa-PyNt6NRF4Kt7A/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=102946100492780898540
mailto:coleary@glachicago.org
mailto:sbeck@glachicago.org
https://static.mywebsites360.com/ad608a54ef4245739500f36903a667ad/r/e32690ca1f224113a0106a8dc35c095d/1/GLA_2025-26%20Annual%20School%20Calendar.xlsx%20-%20GLA%20Family%20Facing%20Calendar%20%281%29.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ns7kThPlLXDCPdvsiRYS51F4BDmwNXiw/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gfy4w7fuAGoHN9tVTzg5EBar7HKs0zBD/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hMQ_gg0NU4q72UHr7QkA0RQNydATakIt/view?usp=sharing
https://glachicago.org/parent-and-student-resources




IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES﻿



Follow Us on Social Media!
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