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NEW ANNOUNCEMENTSNEW ANNOUNCEMENTS

Paloma - K-2 Family TutoringPaloma - K-2 Family Tutoring
On Monday, September 30th, we launched Paloma
to our K-2 families. Paloma is a technology platform
that provides daily reading or math skill activities
that families can practice with their child at home.
Each day, Paloma sends a text with a link to a
lesson. A parent and the student watch a very brief video on the skill. Then, the
parent practices the skill with their student. We are asking parents to spend 15
minutes each night “tutoring” their child through Paloma. This type of focused, high
dosage tutoring has been shown to have a positive impact on student academic
development.

8th Grade High School Admissions Test (HSAT)8th Grade High School Admissions Test (HSAT)
On Wednesday, October 9th at 8:15am, all 8th grade scholars will take the HSAT in
their homerooms. Please ensure your scholar arrives at school on time and is
prepared to do their best!

Dismissal RemindersDismissal Reminders
Just a few reminders to make our dismissal process run more smoothly!

Please have your placard in the car window while picking up
Please do not cut the line, as your child will not be ready due to not being
placed on a tracker
If another family member is picking up or you misplaced your placard, please
pick up a new one at the front desk- this is for driving and walking pick–ups
You must show ID if no placard is displayed or you do not have a walker card
Please call the school before noon if there are any dismissal changes
If your scholar is not staying for any after-school activities that they are signed
up for, please notify Dr. Beck or Ms. O’Leary by noon that day.

8th Grade Families: GoCPS Application Now Open8th Grade Families: GoCPS Application Now Open
The GoCPS 2025-2026 High School Admissions Process is now open. Please click
here to make an account and apply. Email Caitlin O’Leary (coleary@glachicago.org)
or Brittany Robinson (brobinson@cjacademy.org) for any questions or support!

3rd-4th Grade Families: Save the Date!3rd-4th Grade Families: Save the Date!
3rd-4th grade scholars are invited to attend Summer Camp in 2025!
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Interested in meeting the Camp for All Kids Staff in-person? We will also be hosting
an in-person information session at GLA on Tuesday, October 8th from 6pm-7pm.

Illinois Girls Lead ProgramIllinois Girls Lead Program
Female 5th-8th grade scholars are invited to apply for the Illinois Girls Lead
Program. Female scholars selected for the program will shadow a female member
of the Illinois State Government for a day. Want to learn more, reach out to Caitlin
O’Leary (coleary@glachicago.org) for more information or click here to apply.
Applications are due by 11:59 pm on Sunday, October 20th. 

The GREAT K-2nd Playdate The GREAT K-2nd Playdate 
The Great K-2nd Grade Playdate happening on Friday, October 11, 2024, from 5
PM to 7 PM. This event is noted as a parent engagement raffle entry. Please click
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the link to RSVP today!

Limited Kindergarten Seats AvailableLimited Kindergarten Seats Available
Limited Kindergarten seats are still available at GLA! If you or someone you know is
interested, please contact our main office today.

https://forms.gle/UKNYqFmeNKLoDARcA


The GREAT Chicago JamboreeThe GREAT Chicago Jamboree
Join us for a Spooktacular Evening at The GREAT Chicago Fall Jamboree! For ages
0-13 (Must be accompanied by a parent/guardian). FREE Admission | RSVP by
scanning the QR code! Come dressed in your best costume and enjoy a night of fall
fun with your family. See you there!



GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTSGENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Medical and Dental Exam Van Visits!Medical and Dental Exam Van Visits!
If your scholar needs to be seen by the dentist, eye doctor, and/or a medical
professional (school physical/sport physical) we are excited to announce that the
mobile dentist, mobile eye doctor and Comer Pediatric Medical Van will be at GLA
throughout the 2024-25 school year! 

*Scholars will not be seen without completed consent forms.*Scholars will not be seen without completed consent forms.

Please contact Ms. Thunherst at sthunherst@glachicago.org to start the process
now!

Power ParentsPower Parents

Are you passionate about your child’s education and looking for a way to get more
involved in the Great Lakes Academy community? We invite you to join the GLA
Power Parent – a group dedicated to strengthening parent engagement and building
a stronger connection between families and our school! Sign up here!
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Reclaiming Minds Therapy and Wellness ResourceReclaiming Minds Therapy and Wellness Resource
Reclaiming Minds Therapy and Wellness are offering affordable individual therapy
sessions for GLA scholars and families. It is currently $30 per session with the
option to use sliding scale pricing. Their goal is to provide equitable access to high
quality mental wellness resources, especially to communities that have barriers to
receiving care. 

Reclaiming Minds Therapy and Wellness have just introduced two new interns,
Amiracle and Seema, that are hoping to service youth, ages 11 and up. These
interns are passionate about mental health, dedication to the well-being of youth,
and eager to provide support to our scholars. The flyers below provide more details
about the available services.



School Year Office HoursSchool Year Office Hours
Monday-Thursday, 7:30-4:30 pm
Friday, 7:30-2:00 pm

GLA Breakfast, Lunch and Supper MenusGLA Breakfast, Lunch and Supper Menus
Click here to access (these are also linked on our website’s Parent and Student
Resource Page)

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATESIMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES
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