
Weekly GLA Family Newsletter
September 8, 2026

PRINCIPAL'S CORNER

Dear GLA Families,

Just a friendly reminder that Open House is this Friday, September 11th, from 2:30-4:30
p.m. We look forward to welcoming families into the school to connect with teachers, visit
classrooms, and learn more about your scholar’s experience and learning this school year.

Following Open House, we will host our State of the School presentation from 4:30–5:00
p.m. in the Enrichment Center. This presentation is part of our charter renewal with
Chicago Public Schools. Representatives from CPS will be present to share information
about the renewal process, and GLA school leadership will provide an update on our
school’s performance.

We encourage all families to make every effort to attend the State of the School
presentation, even if you miss Open House. Your presence and support are an essential
part of demonstrating the strength of our GLA community as we move forward with the
charter renewal process.

We hope to see you this Friday and look forward to connecting with our GLA families!

Principal Miller

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEW TO GLA: Lighthouse Library
We’re excited to introduce the Lighthouse Library, our new school-wide lending library
designed to put more great books into the hands of our scholars! Students are
encouraged to browse, borrow, and return books throughout the year as we continue
building a joyful community of readers at GLA.



September Reading Tips
This year, our Reading Culture Leads (Ms. K and Mrs. Ford) will provide monthly tips for
how you can support your child in building strong reading habits. Here are their very first
tips!

Kinder-4th Tip from Ms. K
Build the Reading Habit
This month, we are encouraging every student to build a strong reading routine at home.
Set aside at least 30 minutes each day (15 minutes for Kindergarten) for reading.
Students can read independently, read with a family member, listen to someone read, or
enjoy looking through books and discussing the pictures. Families can make reading part
of an everyday routine by choosing a consistent time, such as before bed, after dinner, or
in the morning. Remember, reading does not have to feel like homework—help your child
find books and topics they genuinely enjoy!

5th-8th Tip from Mrs. Ford
Let Them Choose



Middle schoolers are much more likely to keep reading when they have a say in what they
read. Encourage your scholar to explore what genuinely interests them, mystery, fantasy,
sports, graphic novels, nonfiction, or something completely different! Try it at home: Ask,
“What kind of book would actually be fun for you to read?” Then visit the library together,
browse for books, or encourage them to grab something from GLA’s Lending Library.

Enrollment: Limited Seats Available



Fall Jamboree
Join us for Great Lakes Academy’s annual Fall Jamboree on Saturday, October 3, 2026,
from 12–3 PM at our campus (8401 S. Saginaw Ave). Families with children ages 0–9 are
invited to enjoy a free afternoon of fun with a petting zoo, pony rides, games, and more!





GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

8th Grade GoCPS Info Night: Virtual
Join the High School Success Team on Monday, September 14th from 5:30-6:30 for
important  information on the GoCPS High School Admissions Process!



Join virtually: 
Virtual 8th Grade GoCPS Family Night
Monday, September 14 · 5:30 – 6:30pm
Time zone: America/Chicago
Google Meet joining info
Video call link: https://meet.google.com/gmn-wdry-rfr
Or dial: ‪(US) +1 856-441-3540‬ PIN: ‪149 797 004‬#

5th–8th Grade Winter Athletics
Is basketball your scholar's favorite sport? Time to sign them up so they can dribble up
and down the court!! 

Winter sports season is approaching fast. Sign-ups are open now! 

Winter season sports offered: Co-ed cheer, Girls basketball & Boys basketball.
The athletic fee per student will be $150/season. 

https://meet.google.com/gmn-wdry-rfr
https://meet.google.com/gmn-wdry-rfr


If you have a student-athlete who might be interested in any winter sports, please fill out
the interest form.
All student-athletes must have a sports physical on file to participate in GLA athletics. Any
outstanding balances must also be settled before joining GLA athletic teams.
Please reach out to Coach P (tperez@glachicago.org) with any questions!

FOOD & LUNCH REMINDERS
No food sharing between scholars; this will result in a consequence. 
K–4 only: Classroom treats/snacks must be approved by the teacher in
advance.
Please do not send large bags of chips, cookies, candy, etc. for sharing.
Please do not send multiple small bags of snacks for scholars to pass out.
If sending lunch from home, we encourage families to provide a full lunch rather
than just snacks.
These expectations help us support food safety, allergies, and a safe lunch
environment.

Race to 10 is On!
We’re excited to launch our Race to 10 Attendance Challenge. The first homeroom to
achieve 100% attendance 10 times will win a free field trip. Parents will also have the
chance to win raffled gas or Uber gift cards as an added bonus. Let’s work together to
make every day count! Attendance matters!

Open House: (Formerly Family Curriculum Night)

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSen_KZLRxv-qFJ7IbxUnQAoyV7D7oq54L3W1xO6gdk3ZSNLOQ/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSen_KZLRxv-qFJ7IbxUnQAoyV7D7oq54L3W1xO6gdk3ZSNLOQ/viewform?usp=publish-editor




CPS Family Income Information
GLA families, please complete the CPS Family Income Information Form, linked
below, for the 2026–27 school year. Only one form per household is needed, and it
takes just 2–3 minutes to complete.

This form helps determine school funding that supports important programs at GLA,
including our free lunch program.

Completed forms can be:

Dropped off to the GLA front office
Emailed to sthunherst@glachicago.org

Paper forms are also available in the front office for families who are unable to
complete the form electronically.



Thank you for taking a few minutes to complete this important form and for your continued
support of GLA!

English Form

Spanish Form

🦷👓 Mobile Dental & Vision Visits – 2026–27
GLA is happy to announce that our mobile dental and vision providers will be
returning during the 2026–27 school year to provide services to our students! Mobile
dental providers are scheduled to visit GLA Monday, January 26th through Wednesday,
February 3rd to provide dental services to students who sign up.

Vision providers will be scheduled once we have enough students registered for the
service. A minimum of 30 students must sign up before a vision provider can be
scheduled.

In order for your student to be seen during these visits, a completed consent form (front
and back) must be on file. Consent forms can be completed in either of the following
ways:

Online: Complete the form and email it to sthunherst@glachicago.org
In Person: Complete the form at the GLA Front Office, Monday–Friday, 8:00
AM–2:30 PM

Please note the following Illinois state requirements:
Kindergarten, 2nd Grade, and 6th Grade: An updated Illinois Dental Exam is
required.
Kindergarten: A completed Illinois Vision Exam Form is required.

We encourage families to complete the required forms as soon as possible so students
are ready to participate when the mobile dental and vision providers visit GLA.
Thank you for helping us keep our students healthy and ready to learn!

Dental - English       Dental - Spanish

Vision - English       Vision-Spanish

Important Medical Requirements – 2026–27
Please be aware of Illinois medical requirements for the upcoming school year:

Incoming Kindergarten: Physical, required immunizations
Incoming 6th Grade: Physical, required immunizations, and dental exam.

All required medical documentation must be submitted to the school by Thursday,
October 15, 2026, to avoid medical exclusion.

If the required documentation is not received by this deadline, your child will be medically
excluded from attending school until all outstanding health requirements have been
completed and the school receives the appropriate documentation.

Medical exclusion is not a disciplinary action or suspension. It is a health requirement that
schools are required to follow under Illinois law.

We encourage families to schedule appointments early and submit required
documentation as soon as possible.

Family Medical Resources: Click Here for a list of local health centers and clinics that
may offer free or reduced-cost services to assist families with physicals, immunizations,
and other basic medical needs. 

Questions? Contact Ms. Thunherst at 773-530-3040 or sthunherst@glachicago.org.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wzqxDVAWuEObyVqXC9eX-j3Hexmk4d1c/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SVr3hBZRthJNr_Vgt4KGCGLuxatkUE3A/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1iBBMmM3ZN2L2tWDqDN0LfTuYQw4PCsmu/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TuSUCB2FQ7CFZ-KhyQsAxYy0sb2YNnmS/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15oXgStgRf5MmYUuZcSFB71tvli5lE5og/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uPHe29DS0sAirsG_dMh37oRokgnROrga/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DyfNAMJufmBQLlb3mGLyDVA7n2euYb5G/view?usp=sharing


2026–27 GLA Uniform Information
Please review the 2026–27 GLA School Uniform Policy linked below for approved
uniform items and expectations.

GLA Online Uniform Store is OPEN!

Available Items:
Short Sleeve T-Shirts – $13
Long Sleeve T-Shirts – $16
GLA-Branded Polos – $16
Crewneck Sweaters – $20

Ordering & Pick-Up:
Orders placed Monday–Thursday are ready for pick-up the following Wednesday.

Pick-Up Hours:
Monday–Thursday: 8:30 AM–2:00 PM
Friday: 8:30 AM–1:00 PM

Need your uniform sooner? All available uniform items can also be purchased directly
from the GLA Front Office during pick-up hours.

Uniform Policy | Shop the GLA Uniform Store

Questions? Contact the GLA Front Office at 773-530-3040.

2026-27 Returning Student Annual Registration Paperwork
Annual registration paperwork for returning students is now past due and should be
completed as soon as possible.

Annual registration paperwork needs to be completed each school year to ensure we have
the most accurate and up-to-date information for your student for the 2026-27 school year.

Each student has a personalized registration link that was emailed to parents/guardians.
Please check your email to retrieve the link and complete the annual registration
paperwork for your student(s) as soon as possible.

If you have not received the link or have any questions, please contact Ms. Thunherst at
sthunherst@glachicago.org or 773-530-3040.

School Supply List
The 2026-27 school supply list has been posted to GLA’s website. Please view it
here.

2026-27 School Calendar
The 2026-27 school calendar is posted on GLA’s website. Please view it here.

School Year Office Hours
Monday-Thursday, 7:30-4:30 pm
Friday, 7:30-2:00 pm

Summer Office Hours - June 8-July 31
Monday-Friday, 8:00-2:30 pm

GLA Breakfast, Lunch, and Supper Menus
Access August’s Breakfast, Lunch, and Supper menus here (these are also linked
on our website’s Parent and Student Resource Page)

https://static.mywebsites360.com/ad608a54ef4245739500f36903a667ad/r/d6a6205aa8ce4351bc11b46fc1534da0/1/25-26%20Uniform%20Policy%20Doc.pdf
https://greatlakesacademy-293767.square.site/
https://static.mywebsites360.com/ad608a54ef4245739500f36903a667ad/r/de483be241404b85be93e5eef7a22b56/1/2026-27%20Supply%20List%20%281%29.pdf
https://static.mywebsites360.com/ad608a54ef4245739500f36903a667ad/r/de483be241404b85be93e5eef7a22b56/1/2026-27%20Supply%20List%20%281%29.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tLW4TK8j2FmCeF8bkE6DT4F5Oc0VSRV8/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12bpsi22_sH6cynSEvTf84XG-kR7jcull/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BopNI42bbTKi2AND0SQmqFwFyOm0RmME/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BopNI42bbTKi2AND0SQmqFwFyOm0RmME/view?usp=sharing
https://glachicago.org/parent-and-student-resources






IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES﻿
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