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STAFF SPOTLIGHT

Ms. Hawkins - 5th Grade ELA Teacher

Tell us one of your favorite memories from your time at
GLA.
I love Lit Pit every Friday! It reminds me of being in school
myself, and the Culture Team bring such a great
community-oriented energy every time.

Tell us one of your proudest teacher moments.
One of my proudest moments for sure has been being
able to encourage my students and speak life into them
whenever they feel that the ELA/Reading/Writing is
daunting. Having been a young student of color, I
understand how important it is to feel that your teacher
genuinely believes in you for every aspect of who you are.

What made you want to become a teacher (or what made you want to work in a school)?
Coming from a family of educators (classroom teachers, learning behavior specialists,
principals, and professors), I grew up with a real value for education and for teaching as a
profession. When I was little, I used to model lessons for my little cousins because we
always had flex charts laying around in the house! But for a while, I felt I wanted to do
something different than everyone else in my family. After graduating college with degrees
in English, History, and African and African Diaspora (Black) Studies, I realized that
teaching is a career that I make my own and where I can focus many of the interests I
care about and the ones I studied in college.

What keeps you coming back to GLA every day?
I grew up on the South Side of Chicago and my mom, grandparents, and little sister live 5
minutes from here, so I feel a real connection to the cause of pouring back into the
community that poured so much into me. And I love our GLA community here! Every
single day, I feel welcomed.

Where are you originally from? (If Chicago, tell us what neighborhood!) What do you love
about that place?
I am a fifth generation Chicagoan! My family migrated from Biloxi, Mississippi during the
Great Migration and I take a lot of pride in our history. I was raised in the South Side of
Chicago (mainly Hyde Park and South Shore). My parents actually met at Whitney Young.

What’s your favorite thing to do in Chicago?
I love to swim in the lake (it's cold I know). I also love restaurants and am always trying to
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find the next best one.

What are your hidden or surprising talents?
I can juggle!

PRINCIPAL'S CORNER

As we begin Quarter 2, I would like to share a few reminders to help students continue
developing strong homework routines and academic success. Parents, please encourage
your scholar to follow a consistent nightly routine. Structure helps students stay organized,
focused, and engaged in learning.

Homework reinforces classroom learning, strengthens the home–school connection, and
helps students build good study habits. It should mostly be independent practice, with
parents providing support only when needed. To help students focus, ensure homework is
completed in a quiet, distraction-free space without TVs or other screens, unless required
for an assignment.

K–2 Families:
Paloma Parent Tutoring is a text-based app that gives parents simple, personalized math
and reading lessons based on school assessments. Each 15-minute activity includes
guided and independent practice. We encourage families to complete these lessons at
least three times per week.

If you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to your child’s teacher. Thank you
for your continued partnership in helping our students thrive at home and at school!

With Gratitude,

Principal Miller

NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS

GLA Parent/Guardian Possip Survey
We want to hear from you! Please take a few minutes to complete our Parent/Guardian
Survey. Your feedback helps us make Great Lakes Academy even better for students and
families. Click here to share your thoughts:
https://www.weeklypossip.com/surveys/cxyg8x?position=1

Helpful Community Resources: Food Pantries
We want to make sure families know about local food pantries available in our community.
Here is a list of organizations, their locations, and hours of operation so you can easily
access support when needed. If you need more options, please visit www.findhelp.org.

https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://www.weeklypossip.com/surveys/cxyg8x?position=1___.YzJ1OmdyZWF0bGFrZXNhY2FkZW15Y2hhcnRlcnNjaG9vbDpjOmc6Yzg3MTQ2MzY4ZThlYTYzNDkwNWQwYmZmYzQ4NjhlNWE6NzpkZjE2OjY4NDQ2YTU0OTE1NDk1MTUxN2NjMGIzNDFjZTFkNDE1MDhjMWQ2YjFmOTRmOWI5NTgwNjg4Y2FmZGUzMDgzNzI6aDpUOkY
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Additionally, Aldi has created a promotion that provides dinner for 10 for $40. See what is
included below. 

Empower Your Voice at the INCS Parent Training
Parents, caregivers, and community members are invited to join INCS for an inspiring
session focused on building advocacy and organizing skills. Learn how to tell your story,
connect with elected officials, and strengthen your influence in education.

Saturday, November 8, 2025
10:00 AM – 2:00 PM
Noble: Chicago Bulls College Prep, 2040 W. Adams St.



RSVP today to secure your spot

The Great Lakes Academy Holiday Season Sale starts this week!
We’re launching brand-new designs and fresh garments that make perfect gifts for your
families this holiday season. Below you'll find everything you need to easily get the word
out!

Holiday Sale Details:
Sale Dates: November 3rd – December 10th
Guaranteed Delivery by December 23rd
20% Off Sitewide 
Friday Flash Sales

Holiday Sale General Promotion Materials:
Store Link: https://1stplace.sale/115856
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After-Care
Running late and need aftercare? Please use the link below or QR code to pay for your
scholar’s. Be sure to include your scholar’s name and the date before checking out.

Aftercare Hours:
3:30-5:00 Monday - Thursday
2:00-4:00 Friday

https://glachicago.revtrak.net/r1#/v/after-care-

https://glachicago.revtrak.net/r1#/v/after-care-


Race to 10 is On!
A huge congratulations to Illinois for racing to 10 and winning Heat 2! They will be going on
a free field trip of their choice. Also, congratulations to the two parents who won our gas
raffle. Race 2 started 10/20. Let’s keep up the momentum and continue working together
to make everyday count! Attendance matters.



Spread the Word: GLA Fall Open House
Families, help us share the news! Great Lakes Academy will host our Fall Open House on
Saturday, November 8th, from 12:00–2:00 PM. This is a chance for prospective families to
tour our campus, meet our staff, and see why GLA is one of the top schools in Illinois.

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Wave Two Enrichment Sign Ups: NOW OPEN

Wave Two Sign-Ups are now open! CLICK HERE!

https://forms.gle/9sMm2FqiE2WLhuEN6


GLA will offer after-school enrichment programming that is instructor led by teachers, staff,
and community partners. If you are interested in enrolling your scholar, click here!
Programs meet twice weekly on Monday/Wednesday or Tuesday/Thursday only. If you
want your scholar enrolled Monday-Thursday, you will have to sign them up for two
programs on the respective days. If you want two days, you will need to sign them up for
only one.
Programs will only run in one wave, unless renewed and new programs will be offered
each wave where you will have to re-sign up. The waves are as follows:

Wave One: Monday, August 25th - Thursday, November 13th
Wave Two: Monday, November 17th - Thursday, February 26th
Wave Three: Monday, March 2nd - Thursday, May 28th

Sign ups will close on Tuesday, November 11th for Wave Two. You will be notified if you
get into the program by Wednesday, November 12th via letter and email.

https://44gnstzab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BH08kGQ-1njXhzmuClt5e3-e1cwgnddyMuGH90TxFbRU4qVcd2ESVTaNf1c_E5XiP0B974hZDvWhUs8nXccVyTzeoI1lghC_-7CY7IDh7TbAnAo_2MyFTw9JLS4Ca0uESc-0eza6W28pwf4TGe5aNwf8ztK8WA9vR-THQGZPq6M=&c=z5Y8LGyInpg0F0xn-iD7nkpK2v7rSx4mf8OmLS1-2B75De3VAe-8EA==&ch=LB-oFIeSxBKAckLkEL9aIIAawBl1iABnmGlyGzv4Tr26dBWwG3tMDw==


All programs will run 3:15-5:00 pm. Cost: *$175/each program/per wave. 

Programs hired externally and that will be coming into GLA (i.e.; Goddess, HAWKS, etc. ),
will be marked accordingly* as they are $200.

Please reach out to Caitlin O'Leary, coleary@glachicago.org with any questions!

Free Homework Help through the University of Chicago
The University of Chicago is offering free Homework Help on Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 4-6pm. This program is designed to support K-12th grade students with their
schoolwork in a welcoming, collaborative environment. Tutoring is provided by UChicago
students and covers all core subjects areas. The sessions are in person with few virtual
sessions available. If interested, sign up for a 30-minute time slot via the QR code below.

Thanks for Giving
Our Great Lakes Academy National Junior Honor Society is excited to kick off Project
Thanks for Giving — a schoolwide food and necessity drive running from November 3rd to
November 20th!



Students are encouraged to bring in non-perishable food items and other essentials such
as diapers, wipes, baby formula, hygiene products, and cleaning products to their
homerooms. All donations will go directly to GLA families in need, helping us share the
spirit of gratitude and community this Thanksgiving season.

As a fun incentive, the top three homerooms with the most donations will earn a Pajama &
Movie Day — complete with snacks!

Let’s come together to make a difference and show what it means to give thanks by giving
back!



New Payment Option Now Available
We are excited to announce that our school now offers a new, convenient way to pay
student fees online through RevTrak, available directly in the PowerSchool Parent Portal.

With RevTrak, you can securely pay for fees such as enrichment, technology, and other
school-related costs using a credit or debit card—all from your existing PowerSchool
account.
How to Access RevTrak:

Log in to your PowerSchool Parent Portal.

Click on the Balance tab.

Select the applicable fee(s) and complete your payment.

To make payments more convenient, PayPal will no longer be available for online
transactions. All balances and payments will now be accessible in one place through the
PowerSchool Parent Portal. In addition, in-person payments will continue to be accepted
at the Front Office.

Please note: Outstanding balances not secured by a payment plan will result in ineligibility
to enroll in future programs.



If you had a balance due, a statement was included in the Parent/Teacher Conference
folder you received on Friday 10/24. If you have any questions or need assistance, please
contact our front office.



Beacon Dash Pass - October Requirements

Keep Warm in Style – Get Your GLA Crewneck Sweater Today! ��
GLA Crewneck Sweaters are here—perfect for cooler weather and approved as part of the
GLA uniform!
� Why grab yours now?

Stay warm and comfortable during chilly mornings.
Show your GLA pride in style.
Available at the low price of just $20 each!

� How to purchase:
Order online through the GLA Uniform Store
Or purchase directly at the GLA Front Office
Monday–Thursday: 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM
Friday: 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Don’t wait—these sweaters are sure to go quickly!

CPS Family Income Information Form
We are strongly encouraging all families to complete the CPS Family Income Information
Form for the 2025–2026 school year. This form is required annually and helps determine
school funding, which supports important programs at GLA, including our free lunch
program.

http://greatlakesacademy-293767.square.site/


✔ Only one form per household is needed
✔ Takes just 2–3 minutes to complete

Forms were sent home last week. If you did not receive one, please contact the front office
to have a form emailed to you, sent home with your scholar, or stop by the office to
complete one today.

Completed forms may be:
Sent back with your scholar, or
Emailed to sthunherst@glachicago.org

Thank you for your prompt attention and continued support of GLA!

2025-26 School Calendar
The 2025-26 school calendar has been posted to GLA’s website. Please view it here.

School Year Office Hours
Monday-Thursday, 7:30-4:30 pm
Friday, 7:30-2:00 pm

GLA Breakfast, Lunch, and Supper Menus
Click here to access (these are also linked on our website’s Parent and Student Resource
Page)

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES

Follow Us on Social Media!

Share This Email  Share This Email  Share This Email

 
Great Lakes Academy Charter School | 8401 S. Saginaw Ave | Chicago, IL 60617 US

https://static.mywebsites360.com/ad608a54ef4245739500f36903a667ad/r/cc009e3e1eae466099e0e15323818854/1/GLA_2025-26-Calendar_Color Portrait %281%29.pdf
https://justadashcatering.nutrislice.com/menu/great-lakes-academy
https://glachicago.org/parent-and-student-resources
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1127012015103/91c63e38-050c-49ff-b588-d05e76adb0f2
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=The+Weekly+Wave%21%3A+https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1127012015103/91c63e38-050c-49ff-b588-d05e76adb0f2
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1127012015103/91c63e38-050c-49ff-b588-d05e76adb0f2


Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice

	After-Care
	Spread the Word: GLA Fall Open House

	Wave Two Enrichment Sign Ups: NOW OPEN

